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THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  MAINE 


Lincoln  County  was  incorporated  in  1760;  presently  con¬ 
sists  of  457  square  miles,  seventeen  towns  and  two  plantations; 
with  a  population  (1960)  of  18,497. 

Within  her  comparatively  small  acreage  lie  twenty-nine 
ponds;  (In  Maine  a  body  of  water  must  be  six  miles  long  before 
it  is  called  a  lake);  six  rivers;  an  unknown  myriad  of  brooks  and 
streams;  four  long  fingers  of  land  reaching  outward  to  the 
ocean,  which  offer  superb  vistas,  and  three  parks:  Fort 
Edgecomb,  Fort  William  Henry  and  Pemaquid  Light. 

Rolling  hills,  timber  lands,  swamps,  natural  meadows  and 
cultivated  fields  give  an  ever-changing  scene  to  those  traveling 
the  gently  winding  roads.  The  striated  rocks  forming  the 
coastline  are  impressive,  with  tall  evergreens  coming  almost  to 
the  water’s  edge.  Many  islands  lie  off  shore  in  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers,  most  of  which  are  settled. 

Pownalborough  was  the  first  County  Seat,  from  1760  to 
■'  1790,  when  it  was  moved  to  Wiscasset.  Until  1831  the  County 
was  governed  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions.  In  1831 
government  was  transferred  to  the  Court  of  County  Com¬ 
missioners  and  remains  so  today. 

While  today  Lincoln  is  the  second  smallest  county  division, 
areawise,  in  Maine,  this  was  not  always  her  status.  Established 
in  1760,  she  was  the  third  county  formed  in  the  territory  of 
Maine;  the  first  being  York,  then  Cumberland  at  the  same  time 
as  Lincoln.  At  that  time  she  covered  three-fifths  of  the 
Territory  of  Maine,  beginning  at  the  New  Meadows  River, 
north  in  line  with  the  Kennebec  River  to  the  Canadian  border 
and  everything  east  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

In  1760,  with  the  formation  of  the  county,  Pownalborough 
was  named  the  shire  town  for  Thomas  Pownal,  then  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  county  was  named  for  his  birthplace, 
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Lincoln,  England,  a  city  famous  for  its  antiquity  and  its  noble 
cathedral. 

While  the  ensuing  hundred  years  reduced  the  size  of  Lincoln 
County  there  remain  within  her  present  confines  many  sections 
which  were  settled  long  before  Massachusetts  established  her. 
In  1621,  John  Pierce,  a  citizen  of  London,  obtained  a  Patent 
from  the  Council  of  Plymouth  to  come  and  settle  in  New 
England.  He  chose  Broad  Bay,  in  the  Waldoboro  area,  and  there 
his  posterity  continued  more  than  a  hundred  years.  This  was 
the  most  ancient  grant  in  this  area,  and  it  is  said  Mr.  Pierce’s 
house  was  not  burned  at  the  time  of  the  general  massacre 
because  he  was  friendly  to  the  Indians. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  Captain  George  Weymouth’s 
Archangel  dropped  anchor  in  Pentecost  Harbor  in  1605,  thus 
making  the  first  known  contact  with  the  Indians.  Authorities 
do  not  agree  on  the  location  of  Pentecost  Harbor;  some  picking 
Boothbay,  some  Muscongus  Bay,  nearer  the  Medomak  than  the 
St.  George  River.  Muscongus  would  seem  the  more  logical,  only 
because  Weymouth  saw  the  Indians  on  the  shore  while  at 
anchor  and  it  is  known  that  he  went  ashore  at  New  Harbor  for 
his  first  meeting.  Be  that  as  it  may,  land  he  did,  and  from  that 
landing  came  the  eventual  settling  of  Lincoln  County. 

Credit  for  the  greatest  impetus  to  settling  the  western 
section  of  the  county  should  be  given  to  Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner, 
who  received  a  grant  from  the  Kennebec  Proprietors  of  a  vast 
area  in  1760.  This  grant  he  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  farms, 
encouraging  immigration  from  Massachusetts  and  Europe.  A 
number  of  farms  remain  today  in  the  hands  of  descendants  of 
the  original  owners. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  Lincoln  County  is 
found  in  the  variety  of  people  who  settled  here  and  the  fact 
that  generally  they  chose  to  keep  to  themselves.  The  Dutch, 
English,  Irish,  Scots,  French  and  Germans  all  had  a  part  in 
building  the  county,  but  they  were  prone  to  choose  different 
sections  in  which  to  establish  themselves.  One  thing  they  had  in 
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common:  they  were  men  of  letters,  culture  and  piety.  So  many 
generations  later  the  native  character  can  be  noted  in  the 
descendants  of  each  group,  and  with  complete  regularity  the 
original  names  appear,  a  few  anglicized,  but  most  untouched. 
Probably  in  no  other  part  of  the  United  States  of  equal  area  can 
this  be  said  to  the  same  degree. 

The  cultural  heritage  is  strongly  evinced  today  in  the  county. 
Many  of  the  old  Meeting  Houses,  beautiful  in  their  simplicity  of 
design,  their  pulpits  raised  with  overhanging  canopy  and  with 
square  pews,  have  been  carefully  maintained  although  holding 
only  one  service  a  year.  All  towns  can  boast  of  many  extremely 
fine  examples  of  early  colonial  homes,  graciously  lived  in  and 
filled  with  precious  antiquities  gathered  from  all  corners  of  the 
world. 

The  Historical  Society  has  gone  a  long  way  in  marking  the 
birthplaces  of  famous  citizens  and  spots  of  interest.  The 
Pownalborough  Court  House,  the  Wiscasset  Court  House,  the 
Old  Gaol,  the  Sortwell  Mansion  and  Castle  Tucker  in  Wiscasset; 
the  German  Meeting  House  and  the  Reed  Mansion  in  Waldo- 
boro;  the  Walpole  Meeting  House;  the  Chamberlain  House  in 
Round  Pond;  the  Aina  Meeting  House,  the  Head  Tide  Church 
and  the  Edwin  Arlington  Robinson  in  Aina;  the  Chapman 
House  in  Damariscotta  and  the  Marie  Antoinette  House  in 
Edgecomb  name  but  a  few  of  the  spots  Lincoln  County  can 
claim  with  pride. 

Shipbuilding  probably  created  the  greatest  financial  gain 
Lincoln  County  ever  sustained,  and  with  its  curtailment  came 
the  exodus  of  population.  The  peak  came  in  1840  with  a 
population  of  41,423  even  though  the  county  had  already  been 
cut  down  to  nearly  its  present  size.  From  1800  to  the  advent  of 
steam  the  three  large  rivers  in  the  county  were  filled  with 
shipbuilding  and  shipping.  It  is  still  important  to  the  county 
although  it  now  consists  mainly  of  fishing  boats  and  yachts. 

Fishing,  lobstering,  worm  digging,  blueberrying,  poultry 
raising,  dairy  farming,  lumbering  and  tourist  trade  are  major 
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contributions  to  the  economy  of  the  county.  While  there  are  a 
few  light  industries  in  the  county,  it  is  not  fundamentally  an 
industrial  area. 

The  county  has  three  museums  and  four  art  galleries.  Many 
artists  have  their  own  galleries  and  their  work  may  be  seen  by 
appointment.  The  Todd  Wild  Life  Sanctuary  is  on  Hog  Island; 
the  Audubon  Summer  Camp  is  on  Aspenwall  Island  and  the 
Conservancy  is  at  New  Harbor. 

While  innumerable  histories  of  various  towns  originally  in 
Lincoln  County  have  been  written  there  is  no  history  of  the 
county  as  a  whole.  Neither  does  the  county  have  a  library,  as 
such,  although  the  larger  towns  all  have  well  stocked  libraries. 
Plans  are  underway  for  an  annex  at  the  Wiscasset  Court  House 
with  facilities  to  store  and  utilize  the  official  archives  from 
1760.  When  completed  these  records  will  be  available  for 
research  under  supervision. 

A  rare  and  very  extensive  collection  of  Court  records  exists 
in  the  beautiful  Court  House  in  Wiscasset,  dating  from  1761  to 
the  present  inclusive.  While  only  a  cursory  assessment  of  these 
papers  has  been  done  there  is  little  doubt  they  constitute  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  valuable  archival  collections  to  have 
been  found  in  one  location.  It  is  to  these  papers  we  now  turn. 

The  Court  of  General  Sessions  had  wide  jurisdiction;  greater 
than  any  one  court  existing  in  Maine  today.  It  had  the  power  of 
conserving  the  peace  and  punishing  the  offenders.  But  there 
was  scarcely  any  phase  o  f  life  untouched  by  its  duties.  This 
court  had  the  power  to  lay  out  highways,  build  bridges, 
superintend  houses  of  correction  and  gaols,  establish  bound¬ 
aries,  grant  licenses  to  innholders  and  retailers,  order  payments, 
levy  and  collect  taxes,  erect  and  repair  county  buildings, 
placements  of  ferries  and  licensing  of  operators  and  estab¬ 
lishing  fees  for  same. 

For  example:  1761  — Sheepcut  River. 

“James  Stewart,  licensed  to  keep  a  Ferry  over  the  Sheepcut 
River  on  the  Great  County  Road  leading  Eastward,  become 
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bound  to  Samuel  Sevey  Esq.,  County  Treasurer,  in  the  sum  of 
Twenty  pounds  lawful  money,  for  the  faithful  Discharge  of  his 
Trust;  and  for  his  care  and  Trouble  therein  he  is  permitted  and 
allowed  to  Demand  and  Receive  of  every  person  he  shall  so 
Ferry  over,  four  Coppers;  and  for  every  horse,  six  Coppers.” 

The  Court  of  General  Sessions  was  composed  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  the  number  in  attendance  varying  widely  with  each 
term.  The  hazards  of  travel  probably  had  much  to  do  with  this 
fluctuation  and  the  only  reference  to  compensation  for  such 
appears  in  the  Docket  Book  for  the  January  14,  1811  term, 
made  by  A.  Bradford,  Clerk  of  Courts. 

“Printed  Notice.” 

“Fees  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions.” 

(To  each  Justice.) 

“For  each  day’s  constant  attendance,  one  dollar.  And  no 
Justice  to  be  allowed  pay  for  more  than  two  days’  attendance 
at  any  one  term.  To  each  Justice  who  shall  travel  more  than  ten 
miles  to  the  Court  House,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every 
twenty  miles  out  and  back,  except  such  Justices  as  are  attornies 
at  law,  or  clerks  of  the  Court  of  Sessions.” 

But  there  seemed  to  be  other  compensations.  While  no 
“spiritous  liquors”  were  allowed  to  be  sold  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  the  court  house  the  Justices  and  Attorneys  had  a  bar  within 
the  Court  House  and  there  are  frequent  requests  for  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  same.  There  is  also  evidence  this  facility  was  well  used. 
To  wit:  One  Foster  Waterman,  Attorney,  was  forcibly  ejected 
from  the  courtroom  for  “drunkenness  and  indecent  exposure.” 
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JAMES  KAVERNAUGH’S  PETITION  FOR  CITIZENSHIP 


Few  examples  could  be  cited  which  would  so  clearly  indicate 
James  Kavernaugh’s  importance  in  Lincoln  County  as  his 
petition  for  citizenship.  As  a  rule  these  were  most  simple  pleas, 
stating  little  beyond  vital  statistics  and  previous  allegiance  and 
seemed  to  be  considered  almost  as  an  aftermath  of  the  other 
business  before  the  Court.  Kavernaugh’s  is  unique,  both  in 
form  and  extent. 

“June  1790— James  Kavernaugh  of  Nobleborough,  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  humbly  shewith  that  he  hath  lived  in  the 
Town  of  Nobleborough,  in  said  County,  more  than  two  years 
last  past;  that  he  hath  sufficient  vouvhers  to  produce  to  this 
Court  of  his  good  character  &  behavoir;  he  therefore  prays  that 
he  may  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  be 
admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  a  natural  born  subject  of  the  United 
States,  and  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

(James  Kavernaugh) 

“Lincoln  SS:  This  may  certify  that  James  Kavernaugh,  from 
Ireland,  hath  lived  in  Nobleborough,  in  said  County,  upwards 
of  two  years,  &  is  a  gentleman  that  bears  a  good  character. 

(Arthur  Noble,  Jno.  Noble,  David  Silvester, 

Seth  Tinkham,  John  Fairservice,  Samuel 
Nickels— Nobleborough) 

“Whereupon  the  Court,  after  due  consideration  of  the 
premisses,  do  order  that  the  said  Kavernaugh  be  admitted  to 
take  the  oath  required  by  an  Act  of  Congress  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  he  the  said  Kavernaugh 
may  be  considered  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  said  Kavernaugh  took  the  said  oath  accordingly.  Petition 
granted.” 
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LICENSES  AND  TAXES 
1806  and  1807 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  required  licenses  for 
all  Innholders  and  Retailers  many  years  before  the  formation 
of  Lincoln  County  and  from  1761  on  all  applications  for  such 
were  considered  and  issued  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions. 
Each  applicant  was  required  to  furnish  two  sponsors  before  a 
license  could  be  granted. 

Until  the  Revolution,  Retailers  were  licensed  to  permit  the 
sale  of  tea  and  coffee,  which  were  heavily  taxed.  Afterward  the 
license  embraced  general  merchandise. 

Taverners,  differentiated  from  the  term  Innholders  and  very 
much  as  we  use  the  word  today,  were  not  licensed  in  Lincoln 
County  until  the  January  Term  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  in  1811. 

The  two  years,  1806  and  1807,  have  been  chosen  at  random 
to  indicate  business  vs  taxes  in  that  period.  Only  towns  then 
formed  and  still  existing  in  the  greatly  reduced  Lincoln  County 
are  shown.  Balltown  is  now  Whitefield.  Jefferson  separated 
from  Balltown  in  1807.  New  Milford  became  Aina. 

1806 


Town 

Innholders 

Retailers 

Taxes 

Newcastle 

6 

7 

$166.24 

Balltown 

4 

3 

188.42 

Waldoboro 

14 

8 

238.84 

Bristol 

3 

7 

320.63 

Boothbay 

3 

7 

160.12 

Wiscasset 

3 

26 

372.16 

Dresden 

3 

6 

114.70 

Edgecomb 

1 

133.42 
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New  Milford 

6 

132.26 

Nobleboro 

2 

4 

103.00 

1807 

Town 

Innholders 

Retailers 

Taxes 

Newcastle 

1 

10 

1425.89 

Balltown 

4 

482.86 

Waldoboro 

12 

15 

611.84 

Bristol 

6 

821.75 

Boothbay 

2 

5 

410.90 

Wiscasset 

3 

17 

953.70 

Dresden 

1 

7 

293.94 

Edgecomb 

1 

1 

341.70 

New  Milford 

1 

4 

338.95 

Nobleboro 

6 

6 

263.93 

Jefferson 

1 

2 

(Balltown) 
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IMBALLANCE  OF  DAMAGES  AND  COSTS 


“To  the  Sheriff  of  our  County  of  Lincoln”: 

Whereas  Darby  Ryan  of  Lancaster  in  our  County  of 
Worcester,  yeoman,  by  the  consideration  of  our  Justices  of  our 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  holden  at  Pownalborough, 
within  and  for  our  County  of  Lincoln  aforesaid,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  June  Instant,  recovered  judgement  against  Terrance 
McMahon  of  Georgetown  in  our  County  of  Lincoln,  yeoman, 
for  the  Sum  of  one  Pound,  eleven  shillings  &  six  Pence  % 
Lawful  Money  Damages,  and  Seven  Pounds,  four  shillings  & 
five  Pence  Costs  of  Suit,  as  to  us  appear  of  Record,  whereof 
Execution  remains  to  be  done:  We  Command  you  therefore, 
That  the  Goods,  Chattels  or  Lands  of  the  said  Terrance  within 
your  Precinct,  you  cause  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the  said 
Darby,  at  the  Value,  thereof  in  Money,  the  aforesaid  and  Sums, 
with  one  shilling  and  six  Pence  for  the  Writ,  and  thereof  also  to 
satisfy  yourself  for  your  own  Fees.  And  for  want  of  goods, 
Chattels  or  Lands  of  the  said  Terrance,  to  be  by  him  shewn 
unto  you,  or  found  within  your  Precinct,  to  the  Acceptance 
of  the  said  Darby  to  satisfy  the  Sums  aforesaid,  We  Command 
you  to  take  the  Body  of  the  said  Terrance  and  him  commit 
unto  our  Goal  in  Pownalboroung  in  our  County  of  Lincoln, 
aforesaid,  and  detain  in  your  Custody  within  our  said  Goal, 
until  he  pay  the  full  Sums  above  mentioned,  with  your 
Fees,  or  that  he  be  discharged  by  the  said  Darby  the  Creditor, 
or  otherwise  by  Order  of  Law.  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return 
of  this  Writ,  wdth  your  Doings  therein,  into  the  Clerk’s  Office  of 
our  said  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  within  three  months 
from  the  Date  hereof. 

Witness  William  Lithfow  Esq.  at  Pownalborough,  the  fif- 
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teenth  Day  of  June,  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  our  Reign, 
Annoque  Domini  1774 

Jon.  Bowman,  Clerk.” 

The  early  courts  were  overburdened  as  collection  agents  and 
this  frequently  led  to  Court  Costs  far  exceeding  the  original 
debt.  Since  Debtors  Prison  was  still  in  effect  one  wonders  how  a 
man  ever  did  become  free  of  his  load. 

But  imbalance  of  damages  and  costs  were  not  the  only 
examples  of  “odd  justice”.  The  cases  interspersed  in  this 
volume  as  well  as  the  “Criminal  Briefs”  indicate  the  imbalance 
of  offense  and  penalty. 

Perhaps  people  in  those  days  were  more  realistic  than  we 
today.  But  rape  was  considered  less  serious  than  killing  a  goose 
and  “illegal  cohabitation”  was  far  worse  than  rape.  Such  legal 
philosophy  is  incomprehensible  but  then  so  are  some  of  the 
court  decisions  of  the  present  day. 

NOTE:  In  all  direct  quotations  the  spelling,  capital  letters 
and  punctuation  have  been  faithfully  copied  from  the  original 
text. 
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COMMONWEALTH  vs  BRISTOL 


“For  that  whereas  every  Corporate  Town,  Parish,  Precinct, 
District  and  other  body  politick  or  Religious  Society,  are  by 
law  required  to  be  constantly  provided  with  a  publick 
protestant  teacher  of  piety,  religion  and  morality— and  for  that 
whereas  the  said  Town  of  Bristol,  being  a  Corporate  Town 
within  said  Commonwealth  and  of  sufficient  ability  to  provide 
and  support  a  publick  protestant  teacher  of  piety,  religion  and 
morality,  has  for  a  long  time,  to  wit,  for  five  years  last  past, 
neglected  and  refused  to  provide  same,  and  still  do  neglect  and 
refuse,  in  evil  example  to  all  others  in  like  cases  offending 
against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  Commonwealth,  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Town  of  Bristol  be  summoned  to  appear  at 
the  present  term  to  answer  to  said  indictment. 

“Inhabitants  found  guilty  and  fined  thirty  dollars  and  costs 
:  of  $26.80.)” 

(The  records  fail  to  signify  compliance  of  further  defiance  of 
the  law.) 
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COMMONWEALTH  vs  DANIEL  CATE 

1811 


“Commonwealth  vs  Daniel  Cate  of  Dresden  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  Gentlemen,  on  an  indictment  found  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  present  term;  for  that  said  Cate  at  Dresden 
aforesaid,  on  the  first  day  of  January  instant,  with  force  and 
arms,  one  gill  of  West  India  rum,  did  sell,  he  the  said  Cate  not 
being  then  and  there  licensed  according  to  law  to  sell  the  same, 
in  evil  example  to  all  others  in  like  cases  to  offend,  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  said  Common-wealth  and  contrary  to  the 
form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided— and  also 
for  that  said  Cate,  at  said  Dresden,  on  the  ninth  day  of  January 
instant,  with  force  and  arms,  one  pint  of  wine  did  sell,  he  the 
said  Cate,  not  being  then  and  there  licensed  according  to  law  to 
sell  same,  in  evil  example  to  all  others  in  like  cases  to  offend, 
against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  Commonwealth  and 
contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and 
provided— and  also  for  that  the  said  Cate  at  said  Dresden,  on  the 
second  day  of  January  instant  with  force  and  arms,  he  the  said 
Cate,  not  being  then  and  there  licensed  according  to  law  for  a 
Common  Taverner,  Victualler  or  Innholder,  did  unlawfully  sell 
one  pint  of  a  mixed  liquor,  consisting  of  beer,  rum  and  sugar, 
commonly  called  flip;  and  the  said  Cate  did  then  and  there 
suffer  the  same  to  be  drunken  in  his  the  said  Cate’s  shop;  all 
which  is  in  evil  exam  pie  to  all  others  in  like  cases  to  offend 
against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  Commonwealth  and 
contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and 
provided— and  now  the  said  Cate,  being  set  to  the  bar  has  this 
indictment  read  to  him  and  thereof  says  that  he  is  guilty.  The 
Court  having  considered  his  offenses,  as  above  set  forth  in  this 
indictment,  order  that  the  said  Cate  pay  a  fine  to  the  use  of  the 
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Commonwealth  of  six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  for  each 
offense,  being  in  the  whole  twenty  dollars  and  costs  of 
prosecution  and  stand  committed  until  sentence  be  per¬ 
formed.” 


^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


ON  A  STOLEN  COW 
1790 

“On  the  last  day  of  February  A.D.  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  with  force  and  arms  did  take  and 
carry  away  from  the  Pit.,  a  certain  cow  of  the  value  of  four 
pounds,  which  same  cow  was  then  and  there  the  Pit’s  property 
and  in  his  possession,  and  other  enormities  the  accussed  then 
and  there  did  against  the  peace,  and  to  the  damage  of  the  Pit.,  as 
he  saith,  the  sum  of  four  pounds.” 

Note:  The  first  trial  was  held  in  June  of  1789  and  continued 
from  term  to  term  to  the  January  12,  1790  one.  And  at  this 
term  the  case,  after  a  full  hearing,  was  committed  to  a  jury. 
Verdict  therin  upon  oath:  They  find  the  Appellant  guilty  in  the 
manner  and  form  as  the  Appellee  complains  and  assesses 
damages  for  the  Appellee  in  the  sum  of  one  poind  eight  shillings 
against  the  Appellant  and  costs  of  nine  pounds  three  shillings 
and  seven  pence ! 
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COMMONWEALTH  vs  JAMES  JACKSON 
Store  Break  and  Theft— 1799 


“Now  in  this  term  the  said  James  Jackson  is  set  to  the  bar 
and  has  this  indictment  read  to  him,  he  says  that  thereof  he  is 
not  guilty,  and  thereof  for  trial  puts  himself  upon  the  Country. 
A  jury  is  thereupon  impannelled  and  sworn  to,  who  after 
hearing  all  matters  and  things  concerning  the  same,  return  their 
verdict  and  upon  their  oath  say  that  the  said  James  Jackson  is 
guilty.  It  is  there  considered  by  the  Court  here  that  the  said 
Jackson  be  set  on  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour  with  a 
rope  about  his  neck  and  one  end  thereof  cast  over  the  gallows, 
be  publickly  whipped  on  the  naked  back  ten  strips,  pay  John 
Richardson  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  which  with  money 
returned  is  treble  the  amount  of  the  articles  stolen  and  if  the 
said  Jackson  does  not  pay  the  same  within  thirty  days,  then  it  is 
ordered  by  the  Court  that  the  said  Richardson  may  dispose  of 
said  Jackson  in  service  to  any  person  whomsoever  for  the  space 
of  two  months  to  make  satisfaction  therefor,  that  he  pay  costs 
of  prosecution,  and  stand  committed  until  sentence  be 
performed.” 
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COMMONWEALTH  vs  JOHN  THORN 
Assault— 1798 


“It  is  therefore  considered  by  the  Court  here  that  the  said 
John  Thorn  be  set  upon  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour 
with  a  rope  about  his  neck  and  one  end  thereof  cast  over  the 
gallows,  that  he  be  recognized  in  six  hundred  dollars  with 
sufficient  sureties  in  the  like  sum  for  his  keeping  the  peace  and 
being  of  good  behavior,  more  especially  to  Oliver  Leonard,  for 
the  space  of  two  years,  that  he  pay  costs  of  prosecution  and 
stand  committed  until  sentence  be  performed.  Col.  North  and 
Dr.  Coney  are  appointed  by  the  Court  to  take  the  above 
recognazance.” 


s 
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ISAAC  HUBBARD  vs  SAMUEL  SEVEY 


“Isaac  Hubbard  of  Wiscasset  in  the  County  of  Lincoln, 
Trader,  Pit.  vs  Samuel  Sevey  of  said  Wiscasset  Esquire  and  a 
Deputy  Sheriff  for  same  County  Deft,  in  a  plea  of  Replevin:  for 
that  the  said  Sevey,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  last 
(1807),  at  said  Wiscasset,  unlawfully  and  without  justifiable 
cause,  took  the  goods  and  chattels  following:  viz;  one  feather 
bed,  two  pillows,  with  cases,  two  blankets,  two  coverlets,  two 
sheets,  and  all  of  the  value  of  thirty  nine  dollars,  belonging  to 
said  Hubbard  and  then  detained  unlawfully  to  this  day  to  the 
damage  of  the  said  Hubbard,  as  he  says,  the  sum  of  seventy 
dollars,  and  the  said  Sevey,  by  M.  Smith  his  Atty.,  comes  and 
defends  forced  injury  where  and  when  and  reserving  leave  to 
plead  anew  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  now  well  avows  the 
taking  of  the  goods  and  chattels  aforesaid,  and  justly  because 
he  says  that  Michael  Sevey  of  said  Wiscasset,  Yeoman,  at 
Wiscasset  aforesaid  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  last 
passed  purchased  out  of  the  Clerk’s  office  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  and  for  said  County  of  Lincoln  his  writ 
commonly  called  a  writ  of  attachment  in  due  form  of  law 
bearing  the  same  date  and  made  returnable  to  the  then  next 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  said  County 
of  Lincoln  on  the  second  Monday  of  May  A.  D.  1807,  wherein 
the  said  Michael  Sevey  declared  against  Medad  Hosmer  of  said 
Wiscasset,  Laborer,  in  a  plea  of  the  case,  upon  a  promisory  note 
of  hand  given  by  the  said  Hosmer  to  said  Michael,  dated  the 
third  day  of  said  February,  for  money  long  before  due,  wherein 
the  said  Hosmer,  value  received,  promised  the  said  Michael  to 
pay  him  ten  dollars  on  demand  with  interest  and  also  for  the 
use,  occupansy  and  enjoyment  by  the  said  Hosmer  of  certain 
land  and  house  of  the  said  Michael  situate  in  said  Wiscasset 
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from  the  fourteenth  day  of  August  last  to  the  fourteenth  day  of 
February  last,  which  same  use  occupansy  and  enjoyment  as  the 
said  Michael  in  his  said  writ  declared  were  reasonably  worth 
fifty  dollars;  said  sums  then  being  justly  due  and  unpaid.  And 
the  same  writ  last  mentioned  was  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  said 
County  of  Lincoln  or  his  deputy  therein  requesting  them  to 
attach  the  goods  ans  chattels  of  the  said  Hosmer  to  the  value  of 
one  hundred  dollars  for  security  to  satisfy  the  judgement  which 
the  said  Michael  should  recover  upon  his  said  plea  for  the  case 
against  said  Hosmer  for  his  just  demands  as  aforesaid,  as  by  said 
Michael’s  said  writ  returned  into  said  Court  will  more  fully 
appear— And  the  said  Samuel  further  says  that  the  said  Michael 
there  on  the  said  seventeenth  day  of  February  delivered  the 
said  writ  of  attachment  to  him  said  Samuel  to  be  by  him  duly 
served  and  returned  accordingly  to  the  precept  thereof  be  the 
said  Samuel  being  then  and  ever  since  one  of  the  Deputy 
Sheriffs  of  said  County  of  Lincoln  under  the  said  Sheriff.  And 
he  the  said  Samuel  by  virtue  of  said  writ  of  attachment,  there 
afterward  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  aforesaid 
attached  and  took  the  said  goods  and  chattels  and  returned  the 
same  on  said  writ  of  attachment  according  to  the  precept 
thereof  into  said  Court  as  he  justly  might  and  ought  to  do,  the 
same  goods  and  chattels  then  and  there  being  the  proper  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  said  Hosmer  without  that  they  were  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Hubbard  in  manner  and  form  as 
the  said  Hubbard  has  set  forth  in  his  said  writ  of  Replevin;  and 
this  the  said  Samuel  is  ready,  to  verify.  Wherefore  he  prays 
judgement  and  that  a  return  of  the  goods  and  chattels  aforesaid 
together  with  his  damages  and  costs  may  be  adjudged  him  by 
this  Honorable  Court.  And  the  said  Hubbard,  agreeing  to  said 
reservation  and  the  Pit.  says,  that  by  anything  by  the  said  Sevey 
above  alledged  ought  not  to  allow  the  taking  of  the  said  goods 
and  chattels  because  he  the  said  Hubbard  says  that  the  goods 
and  chattels  mentioned  in  the  Pit’s  writ  and  declaration  at  the 
time  and  place  therein  mentioned,  to  wit:  at  the  time  of  taking 
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by  said  Sevey  as  aforesaid  were  the  property  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  said  Hubbard  in  manner  and  form  as  he  in  his  writ  and 
declaration  aforesaid  has  alledged;  and  this  the  Pit  prays  may  be 
enquired  of  by  the  County  by  Jno.  Merrill  Jr.  his  Atty.  and  the 
Deft,  likewise  by  M.  Smith  his  Atty.  and  thereupon  this  action 
is  committed  to  a  Jury  sworn  according  to  law  and  try  the 
same,  whose  verdict  is  returned  as  follows: 

The  Jury  find  the  property  was  not  in  the  said  Hubbard.  It  is 
therefore  considered  by  the  Court  that  the  Deft,  have  a  return 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  replevied,  that  he  also  recover  against 
the  Pit.  one  cent  damage  for  taking  the  same  and  his  costs 
taxed. 

From  this  judgement  the  Pit.  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  to  be  holden  next  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Lincoln  and  recognize  with  sureties  as  the  law  directs  to 
prosecute  his  appeal  with  effect.” 

The  decision  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  appeal:  “The 
Jury  find  the  goods  and  chattels  repleved  not  to  be  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Pit.  as  he  in  his  writ  and  replication  has  alledged, 
it  is  therefore  considered  by  the  Court  that  the  Deft,  have  a 
return  of  the  goods  and  chattels  repleved  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  recover  against  said  Hubbard  and  Pit.  the  sum  of  four 
dollars  and  sixty  eight  cents  damages  for  taking  the  same  and 
costs  taxed  $14.00. 


22 


NANCY  McKENNEY 


Nancy  McKenney,  48,  dark  complexion,  black  hair,  thick 
set.  Murder  of  a  bastard  child.  Was  committed  to  State  Prison 
on  October  23,  1813. 

“Commonwealth  vs  Nancy  McKenney  of  Bath  in  the  County 
of  Lincoln,  widow,  on  an  indictment  found  against  her  by  the 
Grand  Jury  for  that  the  said  Nancy  on  the  fifth  day  of 
September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
thriteen  at  Bath,  aforesaid  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  aforesaid 
being  big  with  a  male  child  then  and  there  by  the  Providence  of 
God  did  bring  forth  the  said  male  child  of  the  body  of  her  the 
said  Nancy  McKenney  alone  and  in  secret  which  said  male  child 
was  afterwards  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  same  September  at 
Bath  aforesaid  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  aforesaid  found  and 
discovered  to  be  dead  and  concealed  in  a  bog  and  which  male 
child  if  it  were  born  alive  would  by  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  aforesaid  be  a  bastard;  and  that  she  the  said 
Nancy  McKenney  then  and  there  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the 
said  male  child  and  until  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  September 
aforesaid  did  unlawfully  willingly  and  wickedly  endeavor 
privately  by  herself  to  conceal  the  death  of  the  said  male  child 
the  issue  of  her  body  as  aforesaid  in  that  it  might  not  come  to 
light  whether  it  were  born  alive  or  not  or  whether  it  was 
murdered  or  not  against  the  peace  of  the  Commonwealth 
aforesaid  and  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided.  This  indictment  was  presented  and  filed  in 
the  present  term  and  now  the  said  Nancy  McKenney  is  set  to 
the  bar  and  has  this  indictment  read  to  her  and  she  says  that 
thereof  she  is  guilty.  It  is  therefore  considered  by  the  Court 
that  the  said  Nancy  McKenney  be  punished  by  solitary 
imprisonment  for  the  term  of  ten  days  and  that  afterwards  she 
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be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  the  tern  of  two  years  and  that  this 
sentence  be  executed  upon  her  in  and  within  the  precincts  of 
the  State  Prison  situate  in  Charlestown  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex  and  that  she  stand  committed  until  she  be  removed 
to  State  Prison.” 


'X'  >1.  >1^  >X'  'X*  'X* 
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A  MILD  CASE  OF  TRESPASS 

“Proprietors  of  the  Kennebec  Purchase  from  the  late  Colony 
of  New  Plymouth  Pltfs.  V.  Benjamin  King  of  Ballstown, 
Yeoman,  August  1806,  broke  and  entered  the  Pltf’s  close 
situated  in  Lincoln  County,  cut  down  carried  away  & 
destroyed  three  hundred  pine  trees  of  the  value  of  five  dollars 
each,  the  property  of  the  Pltfs.  therein  said  close,  standing  & 
being  &  other  injuries  the  said  King  then  and  there  did  against 
the  peace  to  the  damage  of  then  said  Proprietors  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars.” 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  found  King  not  guilty.  The  case 
was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  where  the  decision 
was  reversed  and  the  Pltfs.  recovered  of  the  defendant  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  damage  and  costs  of 
fifty  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 
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GAOL  AND  COURT  HOUSE 


The  sharp  contrast  in  the  management  of  erecting  these  two 
public  buildings  is  especially  interesting  because  the  time  ele¬ 
ment  is  almost  simultaneous  while  the  official  handling  of 
public  funds  is  quite  different. 

Beginning  with  the  effort  on  the  part  of  Politicians  to  obtain 
unrealistic  prices  for  their  property  as  the  site  of  the  New  Gaol 
to  the  slack  management  of  the  entire  construction  is  on  a  par 
with  political  graft  found  prevalent  today. 

Yet,  a  handful  of  years  later  Nathaniel  Coffin,  as  Agent  for 
the  New  Court  House  Building  left  one  of  the  most  meticulous 
records  of  accounts  to  exist  on  construction  of  a  public 
building. 

Nothing  got  by  Coffin’s  inspection.  Broken  brick  delivered 
to  the  job  were  replaced  without  cost.  The  granite  slabs  used  to 
pave  the  ground  floor  and  vaults,  all  cut  at  the  quarry,  either 
fitted  with  precision  or  were  returned  to  the  quarry. 

Bills  were  paid  when  due  so  at  the  completion  of  the  job  a 
minimum  of  business  remained  to  be  taken  care  of.  Every 
invoice,  checked  and  approved,  has  been  preserved  and  remains 
at  the  Wiscasset  Court  House.  No  more  watchful  care  could 
have  been  taken  had  Nathaniel  Coffin  been  constructing  a 
building  with  his  own  monies  and  for  himself. 

The  Court  House  stands  as  a  fitting  memorial  to  Nathaniel 
Coffin,  a  man  of  great  capabilities  and  wide  influence  in  the 
early  days  of  Lincoln  County. 

GENERAL  SESSIONS  (New  Gaol  &  Goal  House 

January  Term,  1807  at  Wiscasset) 

“The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  make  a  report 
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respecting  the  propriety  of  building  of  a  goal  &  gaol  House  in 
Wiscasset  is  accepted  so  far  as  it  respects  the  propriety  of 
building  them.  The  residue  of  said  report  is  committed  to  the 
Committee  appointed  at  this  Term  to  agree  upon  a  location  for 
the  goal  &  gaol  house.” 


“Josiah  Stebbins,  Mark  L.  Hill,  John  Merrill  Jr.,  Jonathan 
Ellis  &  James  W.  Head  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  agree 
upon  a  proper  location  for  a  goal  &  gaol  house  and  to  purchase 
as  much  land  on  which  the  same  may  be  erected  as  willin  their 
opinion  be  for  the  interest  of  the  County.” 

/jc  *  * 


“The  Committee  appointed  to  agree  upon  a  proper  location 
for  a  goal  &  gaol  house  are  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
procure  materials  for  the  goal  &  gaol  house  and  build  same.” 

******* 


“Voted  that  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  be  assessed  for 
the  purpose  of  building  the  goal  &  gaol  house  in  Wiscasset  and 
paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.” 
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May  Term  1807 


“The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Term  to  agree  upon  a 
proper  location  for  a  goal  &  gaol  house  and  to  purchase  as  much 
land  on  which  the  same  should  be  built  as  would  in  their 
opinion  be  for  the  interest  of  the  County  and  authorized  to 
appoint  an  Agent  to  procure  materials  for  the  gaol  &  goal  house 
and  build  the  same  reported  in  the  words  following:  “Your 
Committee  understanding  it  to  be  the  sense  of  the  Court  that  a 
speedy  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  business  of  their 
appointment  met  at  Wiscasset  on  the  Tuesday  next  following 
the  January  Term  and  entered  on  the  subject  with  care  and 
diligence.  Among  the  proposals  made  to  the  Committee, 
including  those  committed  to  them  from  the  report  of  the 
former  Committee  were : 

One  from  Judge  Lee  of  land  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  acre; 
One  from  Captain  Elwell  of  land  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  or 
$1,200  per  acre. 

One  from  Col.  Sevey  of  land  at  the  corner  opposite  the 
present  goal  at  $500  for  three  fourths  of  an  acre. 

One  from  Gen.  Wood  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  road 
leading  by  the  present  goal  at  $500  for  half  an  acre. 

One  from  Mrs.  Suzanna  Churchill  of  two  acres  of  land 
lying  northward  of  Mr.  Bradford's  house  lot  and  separated 
therefrom  by  a  Town  Way  and  fronting  of  the  public  road 
for  $800. 

The  last  proposed  your  .Committee  preferred  for  the 
several  reasons: 

(The  above  spelling  of  “gaol”  taken  from  records.) 

“1  —  It  was  the  cheapest. 

2  —  It  contains  good  soil  for  a  large  garden  for  a  goaler. 

3  —  A  gaol  built  on  the  further  part  of  it,  to  which  access 

should  be  had  through  the  Town  Way  on  Mr.  Bradford’s 
north  line,  will  have  the  two  advantages  of  being  recluse 
and  not  remote. 
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4  —  Next  the  public  road  is  an  eminence  which  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee  will,  whenever  there  shall  be  occassion 
to  erect  a  Court  House,  be  a  more  eligible  situation  for 
that  object  than  any  other  in  the  vicinity. 

Your  Committee  in  prosecution  of  the  other  duty  assigned 
them  have  appointed  Captain  Nichols  an  Agent  for  building  the 
gaol  and  gaol  house  etc.,  which  report  being  read  is  annexed  by 
the  Court.” 


May  Term  1808 

“The  Committee  appointed  to  build  the  gaol  &  gaol  house  at 
Wiscasset  are  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such 
sums  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  not  exceeding  the 
sum  that  may  be  appropriated  for  the  building  of  said  gaol. 

“Thomas  McCrate  is  appointed  Agent  to  superintend  the 
building  of  the  gaol  &  gaol  house  provided  Moses  Carlton  Jr., 
who  was  heretofor  appointed  declines  to  serve. 

“Ordered  that  the  Clerk  advertise  for  sale  the  lot  land 
purchased  by  the  gaol  Committee  of  Mrs.  Churchill,  applica¬ 
tion  to  be  made  to  Orchard  Cook.” 

(Final  purchase  for  gaol  &  gaol  house  location:  2  lots  @  $350 
from  Thomas  Nichols  &  2  lost  @  $200  from  Abiel  Wood.  Both 
purchases  recorded  October  7,  1808.)  ” 

January  Term  1811 

“Ordered  that  the  Committee  for  building  the  Gaol  &  gaol 
House  at  Wiscasset  be  directed  to  exhibit  their  account  of 
expenditure  on  said  gaol  &  gaol  house  at  next  May  Term.” 
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January  Term  1812 


“To  the  Hons,  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  within 
and  for  the  County  of  Lincoln,  May  Term  1812,  Benjamin 
Brown  of  Edgecomb  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  begs  leave  to 
state  to  this  Honorable  Court  that  some  time  since  he  agreed 
with  the  Gaol  Committee  for  the  building  of  the  new  gaol  to 
split  and  get  out  stones  for  the  same  —  that  the  Committee 
promised  to  find  quarries  where  the  stones  could  be  obtained 
with  convenience  &  without  trouble  —  that  the  quarries 
pointed  out  by  the  Committee  were  insufficient  of  stones  & 
your  Petitioner  was  at  great  trouble  &  expense  to  open  new 
ones  to  obtain  the  stones  required  which  opening  of  new 
quarries  your  Petitioner  never  contemplated  when  he  made  the 
aforesaid  agreement,  that  the  quarry  at  Damark  Cove  being 
different  from  what  it  was  represented,  your  Petitioner  was 
under  the  necessity  of  opening  a  new  quarry  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  floor  stones  for  the  said  gaol. 

“From  my  being  deceived  or  misinformed  as  to  said  quarries 
your  Petitioner’s  loss  will  appear  from  the  following  statement 


of  his  expenditures  &  receipts,  Viz: 

Expenses  Petitioner’s  work  for  468  days  @  $2  per  $  936.00 

”  Laborers  ”  ”  476  ”  @$1  ”  476.00 

”  Board  Bill  337.00 

”  Thaddeus  Gates  (Smithy)  45.00 

”  Thaddeus  Richardson  ”  83.00 

’’  Davis  Wilder  .  ”  100.00 

”  Enoch  Greenleaf  ”  25.00 

Powder  for  blowing  quarries  45.00 

$2047.00 

Receipts  received  of  County  Treasurer  1072.00 

Balance  of  expense  by  Benj.  Brown  $  975.00 


“Your  Petitioner  would  futher  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  law  he 
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conceives  he  would  have  some  legal  claim  for  the  balance  stated 
on  accounts  of  the  Committee  not  finding  the  quarries  as  was 
agreed  &  the  trouble  he  was  under  to  open  new  ones.  And  he 
relies  on  the  principles  of  Justice  &  Equity  which  he  knows  will 
guide  your  Honors  that  he  shall  be  paid  a  sum  equal  to  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  services  &  he  thinks  your 
Honors  will  ever  sanction  the  sacred  principle  that  the 
“Labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.” 

Benjamin  Brown. 

“The  Petition  aforesaid  being  read  &  the  late  gaol  Com¬ 
mittee  &  several  witnesses  examined  relative  to  the  subject 
matter  of  said  Petition  &  it  appearing  to  the  Court  that  there  is 
due  a  compensation  to  said  Brown  the  ORDER  that  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury  to 
said  Benjamin  Brown  in  full  for  his  demands  as  stated  in  the 
Petition  aforesaid.” 


“Ordered  that  John  Dole  Esq.,  &  Nathaniel  Thwing  Esq.  be 
authorized  &  directed  to  borrow  in  behalf  of  the  County  of 
Lincoln  Two  Thousand  Dollars  as  soon  as  may  be  &  pay  the 
same  to  the  Committee  for  building  the  same  they  to  be 
accountable  therefor  the  same  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  the  purpose.” 

*k  ^k  'k 

“Ordered  that  Thomas  M.  Cargille  be  authorized  &  directed 
to  continue  the  blowing  or  digging  of  the  wells  near  the  new 
gaol  at  his  discression  provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.” 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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(Accounts  for  New  Gaol— Henry  Wood,  Clerk.) 

“To  the  Hon.  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  holden  at 
Wiscasset  within  &  for  the  County  of  Lincoln  on  the  third 
Monday  of  May,  A.D.  1812,  We  the  undersigned  your 
Committee  appointed  to  receive  of  Orchard  Cook,  Jeremiah 
Bailey  &  Thomas  McCrate  as  former  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  building  the  New  Gaol  &  gaol  house  in  said 
Wiscasset  all  their  accounts  relative  to  building  said  goal  & 
appurtenances  &  to  examine  &  adjust  the  same  &  for  other 
purpose  in  said  appointment  mentioned  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  us  &  fully  investigated  said  accounts  &  other 
matters  to  us  submitted  &  do  now  report  thereon  as  follows 
viz: 

“Then  we  find  the  accounts  of  said  former  Committee,  to  us 
by  them  exhibited  to  be  well  vouched  &  correctly  cast  &  that 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred  &  sixty-three 
dollars  &  fifty-five  cents  has  been  expended  by  them  in  said 
works  &  their  appurtenances,  viz:  to  five  hundred  &  fifty-one 
dollars  &  twenty-five  cents  bond  to  erect  said  building,  upon 
four  hundred  &  twelve  dollars  in  attempting  to  get  a  well  for 
the  use  of  said  goal,  and  twenty-one  thousand  &  three  hundred 
dollars  &  thirty  cents  in  erecting  said  goal  and  goal  house  &  out 
houses.  And  it  further  appears  by  the  schedule  No.  1  hereunto 
annexed  that  the  said  former  Committee  have  drawn  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  said  County  the  sum  of  nineteen  thousand  six 
hundred  &  twenty-four  dollars  &  sixteen  cents  &  further 
credited  the  County  with  an  order  drawn  on  the  Treasury  by 
them  in  favor  of  John  Young  for  twenty-seven  dollars  &  fifty 
cents,  &  twenty-nine  for  moneys  received  by  them  for  the  hire 
of  the  County  Gandola,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  nineteen 
thousand  six  hundred  &  eighty  dollars  &  sixty-six  cents,  of 
which  sum  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  as  above,  there  was  a  loss 
of  one  hundred  &  thirty  dollars  &  twenty-five  cents  by  way  of 
counterfeit  bills,  “Berkshire  &  Cermont  Bills”,  &  by  a  Discount 
on  Penobscot  Bills,  which  loss  being  deducted  from  the  sum 
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received  by  said  former  Committee  as  above,  there  will  remain 
towards  payment  of  the  expenses  on  said  gaol  Sc  appurtenances 
the  sum  of  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  Sc  fifty  dollars  & 
forty-one  cents;  which  sum  last  mentioned  being  taken  from 
said  expenses  viz:  the  said  twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred 
&  sixty-three  dollars  Sc  fifty-five  cents  Sc  there  will  remain  still 
due  from  the  County  toward  said  expenditures  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  Sc  thirteen  dollars  Sc  fourteen  cents.  It 
further  appears  that  there  are  sundry  due  bills  made  by  said 
former  Committee  now  outstanding  in  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  Sc  thirty-four  dollars  Sc  twenty-two  cents  according  to 
the  schedule  No.  2  hereunto  annexed  which  is  a  larger  sum  by 
three  hundred  Sc  twenty-one  dollars  Sc  eight  cents  than 
appeared  due  from  the  County;  but  said  former  Committee 
informs  that  certain  summs  have  been  paid  and  endorsed  upon 
said  due  bills,  how  much  is  unknown.  But  if  said  former 
Committee  take  upon  themselves  as  they  propose  the  payment 
of  said  outstanding  due  bills  then  said  balance  of  twenty-seven 
hundred  Sc  thirteen  dollars  Sc  fourteen  cents  will  be  payable  to 
said  former  Committee  with  interest  on  said  due  bills  from 
their  several  dates  as  they  are  all.  Interest  Sc  all  other  interest  to 
the  Bank  Sc  to  individuals  has  already  been  settled  Sc  allowed  to 
the  Committee.  Said  Committee  for  building  said  goal  state 
that  there  are  some  few  small  demands  for  labour  etc.,  which 
they  have  not  been  able  to  get  brought  in  to  them  for 
settlement  Sc  which  they  shall  hereafter  present  for  further 
allowance. 

“We  the  undersigned  further  state  that  they  have  settled 
with  Sc  allowed  said  goal  Committee  all  their  charges  Sc 
demands  as  made  by  them  for  any  Sc  all  services  done  by  them 
personally  out  of  the  Town  of  Wiscasset;  Sc  nothing  remains  to 
be  allowed  them  further  for  their  commissions  in  superin¬ 
tending  said  works,  settling  with  the  Labourers,  purchasing 
materials,  paying  the  bills  relative  to  said  works;  these 
Commissioners,  the  undersigned,  did  not  deem  themselves 
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authorized  to  settle  &  therefor  have  left  it  to  this  honorable 
Court  to  settle  as  they  shall  think  proper,  upon  application  of 
said  Committee.  The  undersigned  further  state  that  said 
County  have  already  raised  &  assessed  towards  paying  of  the 
expenses  of  building  said  goal  &  appurtenances  the  sum  of 
Twenty-two  thousand  dollars  as  will  appear  less  schedule  No.  1 , 
of  which  there  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  & 
collectors  the  sum  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  &  sev¬ 
enty-five  dollars  &  eight-four  cents  which  being  deducted  from 
the  said  Twenty-seven  hundred  &  thirteen  dollars  &  fourteen 
cents  there  will  remain  only  three  hundred  &  thirty-seven 
dollars  &  thirty  cents  due  from  the  County  toward  the  balance 
of  said  accounts  as  above  stated  &  to  procure  money  to  pay  this 
sum  the  undersigned  would  ask  leave  to  suggest  the  expediency 
of  appointing  a  Committee  to  sell  &  dispose  of  the  following 
County  Property  viz:  the  land  purchased  of  Mrs.  Churchill  to 
build  a  goal  upon.  This  land  will  not  now  be  wanted.  The 
County  gave  eight  hundred  dollars  for  it  &  it  might  be  sold  for 
perhaps  one  hundred  &  fifty  or  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
County  Work  House,  so  called,  might  also  be  sold  &  the  Old 
Gaol  &  Gaol  House  be  converted  to  that  use  if  to  this  Court  it 
should  seem  advisable.  But  if  the  Court  should  think  proper  to 
keep  said  Work  House  as  it  now  is  then  said  gaol  &  gaol  house 
might  be  sold  &  in  addition  to  the  above  there  is  a  Blacksmith’s 
shop  by  the  new  gaol  with  a  quantity  of  iron  &  stones  procured 
for  building  the  new  gaol  and  not  wanted  which  might  be  sold 
for  sixty  or  more  dollars  &  a  Gundalo  which  would  sell  perhaps 
for  eighty  or  ninety  dollars;  &  perhaps  the  forty  dollars  of 
Berkshire  money  might  be  sold  for  something.  By  all  of  the 
above  methods  more  money  might  be  raised  than  sufficient  to 
extinguish  the  last  balance  above  mentioned.  The  undersigned 
would  further  state  that  they  have  viewed  said  new  gaol  &  gaol 
house  &  appurtenances  &  find  them  strong  &  well  finished  as  to 
appearance  excepting  two  iron  doors  for  the  cells  in  said  gaol 
are  not  yet  up  but  the  said  Committee  say  that  said  iron  doors 
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are  made  in  Boston  &  ready  to  be  sent  down  when  paid  for  Sc 
the  price  of  them  has  been  allowed  in  said  accounts  settled  with 
said  Committee. 

“And  the  undersigned  further  state  that  though  some  of  the 
items  contained  in  the  accounts  Sc  bills  of  the  said  Committee 
presented  for  settlement  appear  rather  high  charged  yet 
considering  the  nature  of  the  works  Sc  the  prevailing  ideas  Sc 
opinions  of  people  concerning  all  public  business  Sc  works  Sc 
taking  the  whole  affair  into  view  they  are  not  perhaps  more  so 
than  might  reasonably  be  expected.  And  in  regard  to  the  said 
order  for  twenty-seven  dollars  Sc  fifty  cents  in  favor  of  Young 
mentioned  in  schedule  No.  1  it  is  either  in  circulation  or  paid  by 
the  Treasurer  or  omitted  by  him  in  said  schedule,  if  it  is  still  in 
circulation  it  is  to  be  redeemed  by  the  Treasurer  when 
presented  for  payment.  The  two  deeds  for  the  land  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  new  gaol  are  duly  executed  Sc  filed  with  your 
Clerk.  The  Books  of  Accounts  relative  to  all  matters  respecting 
said  gaol  kept  by  said  Gaol  Committee,  Sc  all  the  vouchers 
according  to  which  said  settlement  has  been  made  will  also  be 
lodged  with  said  Clerk  for  any  further  inspection  if  needful  as 
also  said  Berkshire  Bills  Sc  other  Bills  above  mentioned,  all 
which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Manasseh  Smith 

Payn  Elwell  Jr.  Committee 
R.Elwell 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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1833451 


SCHEDULE  #1 

Acct.  of  money  paid  toward  building  of  New  Gaol. 


1808 

9/29/ 

To  Orchard  Cook  Esq.  by  order  of 

#20 

1250.00 

1809 

1/23 

Committee 

To  Benjamin  Brown 

300.00 

2/14 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

500.00 

6/30 

To  Nathan  Adams  by  order  of 

#21 

61.00 

9/7 

Committee 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

1200.00 

11/8 

To  Orchard  Cook  Esq.  by  order  of 

400.00 

1810 

1/1 

Committee 

To  William  Stacy  by  order  of 

720.00 

1/18 

Committee 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

#22 

2762.38 

5/23 

99  99  99 

1700.00 

6/7 

9 9  9  9  9  9 

365.00 

8/1 

To  Scott  Wilkinson  by  order  of 

600.00 

9/1 

Committee 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

1250.00 

9/21 

To  Thomas  Rice  Esq.  by  order  of 

85.64 

12/13 

Committee 

To  Lewis  Labiers  et  al  order  of 

12.00 

12/21 

Committee 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

1300.00 

1811 

1/16 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

#23 

2250.00 

4/15 

To  Scott  Wilkinson  by  order  of 

200.00 

5/23 

Committee 

To  I.  C.  Felker  by  order  of  Committee 

1250.00 

6/19 

Deposited  in  Bank  for  Committee  use 

1500.00 
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9/14 

To  Eben  Brown  by  order  ofCommittee 

92.81 

To  Thomas  M.  Cargill  ”  ” 

83.03 

9/24 

To  Eben  Chase  ”  ” 

57.20 

11/20 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

693.20 

1812 

1/17 

To  Caleb  Bord  by  order  of  Committee 

169.90 

1/24 

To  Committee  (Receipts) 

600.00 

The  sums  that  have  been  assessed  for  the 

19402.16 

building: 

1808 

5000.00 

1809 

8000.00 

1810 

'6000.00 

1811 

3000.00 

22000.00 

(Only  a  small  part  of  the  1811  tax  has  been  paid  in.) 
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SCHEDULE  #2 

(Unpaid  due  bills  given  by  the  Committee  for  building  the 
gaol  which  are  charged  by  said  Committee  and  which  have 


been  allowed.) 

Nathaniel  Hart 

53.08 

Joshua  Danforth 

9.74 

Michael  Sevey 

89.49 

Francis  Cushman 

292.75 

Eben  Gore 

42.30 

Thomas  Dodge 

22.25 

John  Johnston 

89.75 

Caleb  Lord 

371.20 

Caleb  Lord 

148.53 

Caleb  Lord 

200.00 

Caleb  Lord 

366.05 

Abraham  Gibson 

300.00 

Robert  Elwell 

62.56 

Oliver  Whitcomb 

11.29 

Thomas  McCrate 

378.99 

Caleb  Lord 

92.40 

John  Warren 

26.45 

John  Johnston 

65.42 

Thomas  M.  Cargill 

128.53 

Thomas  M.  Cargill 

50.00 

Henry  Cargill 

50.00 

Samuel  Hubbard 

25.50 

Joseph  Stetson 

24.00 

Joseph  Stetson 

33.00 

Joseph  Stetson 

22.00 

Jeremiah  Bailey 

58.28 

Taylor  Proctor 

16.42 

William  Stacy 

4.23 

3034.21 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSION 
NEW  COURT  HOUSE  IN  WISCASSET 
April  27,  1818 

(Transcript  of  existing  records) 

“The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  fireproof  offices  &  a  new 
Court  House  at  Wiscasset  made  report,  that  they  have,  in 
persuance  of  their  appointment,  attended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  embraced  in  their  commission;  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  Court  House  in  Wiscasset  with  a  view  to 
the  expediency  of  repairing  the  same;  they  find  the  same  not  to 
have  been  intended  for  a  Court  House  &  to  have  originally  been 
slightly  built  &  now  much  out  of  repair,  and  in  some  parts, 
more  particularly  in  its  cills  &  floor  timbers  so  decayed  as  to 
require  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of  money  to  put  it  in  a 
state  of  repair,  an  expenditure  according  to  the  best  judgement 
they  are  able  to  form  of  a  sum  not  less  than  twelve  hundred 
dollars  to  make  it  safe  &  convenient  as  a  Court  House  for  any 
considerable  number  of  years,  and  that  they  are  therefore  of 
the  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  repair  the  same.  They 
further  report  that  having  taken  into  consideration  the  present 
state  of  the  funds  of  the  County,  the  expense  now  annually 
incurred  in  providing  County  offices  by  law  required,  and  for 
which  the  County  now  annually  pay  the  interest  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  also  the  obligation  which 
the  County  is  under  law  to  be  provided  with  fireproof  building 
for  County  offices,  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  expedient  for  the 
County  to  erect  a  fireproof  brick  building  44  feet  long  40  feet 
wide  &  30  feet  high ;  in  such  places  as  the  Court  or  a  Committee 
by  them  appointed  my  designate,  the  lower  floor  of  said 
building  to  contain  a  convenient  entry  way  &  four  rooms  of 
nearly  equal  size  to  be  appropriated  to  the  following  purpose, 
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viz:  a  office  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  a  Probate  office,  an 
office  for  the  Registrar  of  Deeds  &  a  room  for  Grand  Juries;  and 
the  upper  floor  of  said  building  to  contain  a  hall  or  room  for  the 
Courts  &  two  small  rooms  for  the  juries  of  trials  and  that  said 
building  should  be  erected  the  present  season  &  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  but  during  the  present  season  only  the 
lower  floor  to  be  complete  &  only  to  put  in  the  windows  and 
lay  the  floor  of  the  upper  story  or  Court  Room;  that  they  have 
ascertained  that  several  loys  of  land  in  their  opinion  eligibly 
situated  may  be  obtained  for  the  above  purpose,  either  of 
which  they  believe  will  not  exceed  $300  and  also  that  the 
County  has  a  lot  of  land  sufficiently  large  &  which  may  be 
considered  a  suitable  scite  for  the  purpose,  they  beg  leave 
further  to  state  that  they  have  examined  similar  buildings 
erected  by  other  Committee  &  their  expences  and  also  have 
made  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expences  of  erecting  a 
building  of  the  materials  &  dimensions  above  mentioned  & 
going  so  far  towards  finishing  the  same  as  is  contemplated 
above,  which  estimate  together  with  a  plan  of  the  same  is 
herewith  submitted.  That  the  whole  expence  of  said  Court 
House,  including  the  offices  will  not  in  their  opinion  of  said 
Court  House,  including  the  offices  will  not  in  their  opinion 
exceed  the  sum  of  $6,000  &  that  the  portion  of  that  expence  to 
be  incurred  the  present  season  for  completing  the  outside  & 
lower  part  of  said  building  including  said  o  ffic  es  will  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  $4,500.  That  there  is  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
County,  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  expenditure  of  the  present 
season,  Viz:  for  completing  said  offices  &  that  the  remainder 
can  be  provided  for  within  two  ensuing  years  for  completing 
the  Court  Room  without  increasing  the  present  taxes  of  the 
County.  ” 

“The  report  read  &  accepted  &  ordered  recorded.” 
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May  Term  1822 


Upon  the  Memorial  of  Moses  Carleton  &  others: 

“Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Coffin,  Benjamin  Ames  &  Edwin 
Smith,  Esqs.,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  erecting  a  fireproof  building  as  required  by  law  for 
the  public  offices  of  the  County,  and  in  connection  therewith 
the  subject  of  erecting  a  new  Court  House  in  the  principal  shire 
town  of  the  County  and  to  report  on  the  subject  at  the  next 
August  Term.” 


'I'  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

September  Term  1822 

“The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  erecting  a  fireproof 
building  for  the  public  offices  of  the  County  &  in  connection 
therewith  the  subject  of  erecting  a  new  Court  House  in 
Wiscasset  report  that  the  building  now  occupied  for  the  publick 
offices  is  not  fireproof  within  any  reasonable  intendment  of 
the  law,  also  that  the  Court  House  in  Wiscasset  is  not  worth 
repairing  &  that  whenever  a  fireproof  building  is  erected  for  the 
publick  offices  it  will  be  most  economical  as  well  as  most 
commodious  to  erect  a  new  Court  House  in  connection 
therewith.  The  Committee  ask  leave  to  refer  to  a  report 
accepted  &  recorded  by  the  Court,  April  Term  1818,  in  which 
both  these  subjects  are  more  definitely  stated,  and  would  only 
add  that  it  is  supposed  by  some  good  Judges  that  the  Bank 
Building  at  Wiscasset  could  be  purchased  &  fitted  up  for  all  the 
purposes  of  County  offices’  Court  House  at  a  much  less 
expence  than  they  could  be  built  anew.  Upon  this  subject 
however  the  Committee  have  formed  no  estimate  of  their  own, 
but  have  merely  ascertained  that  the  present  owners  are  willing 
to  sell  to  the  County  for  a  reasonable  price  in  case  it  shall  be 
thought  expedient  by  the  County  to  purchase.  Upon  these 
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facts  the  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  &  do  accordingly  report 
that  it  is  expedient  &  proper  &  required  by  the  Public  interest 
that  the  Court  shall  now  order  that  a  fireproof  building  be 
erected  at  Wiscasset  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Records  of  the 
County  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  soon  as  it 
can  conveniently  be  done  and  that  the  building  be  so  planned  as 
to  contain  a  convenient  room  for  holding  the  Judicial  Courts  as 
nearly  according  to  the  plan  accompanying  the  report  accepted 
in  April  1818  as  existing  circumstances  will  warrant,  provided 
however,  that  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Court  for  the  purposes  contemplated  in  this 
report,  the  Bank  in  Wiscasset  is  capable  of  being  converted  into 
such  a  building  as  is  required  for  a  Court  House  &  County 
Offices,  and  can  be  purchased  &  fitted  up  at  a  less  expence  than 
to  build  anew,  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  purchase  & 
fit  up  the  same  accordingly  &  that  the  Court  should  now 
appoint  a  Committee  to  carry  the  objects  herein  contemplated 
into  effect.  The  Committee  further  report  that  whereas  some 
doubts  are  suggested  whether  the  necessary  Tax  for  the 
purposes  herein  contemplated  will  be  granted  by  the  next 
Legislature  it  will  be  expedient  to  direct  the  Committee  whom 
they  shall  appoint  to  superintend  the  Building  of  fireproof 
offices  &  as  herein  recommended,  not  to  make  any  contracts 
which  would  render  the  County  liable  for  any  expence  therefor 
until  the  further  order  of  the  Court,  but  that  they  immediately 
make  all  necessary  calculations  &  estimates  preparatory  to 
commencing  &  completing  said  building  the  next  season  in  case 
the  County  Tax  thereof  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Legislature,  and 
that  they  make  report  of  their  doings  &  calculations  at  the  next 
session  of  this  Court  in  January  in  order  that  the  sum  required 
may  be  inserted  in  the  next  County  estimate. 

Which  report  was  not  accepted,  Justice  Dole  and  Justice 
Cottrill  being  in  favor  &  the  Chief  Justice  &  Justices  Neal  & 
Reed  being  against  acceptance,  but  the  Court  order  the  report 
to  be  recorded.  ” 
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January  Term  1823 


“A  Memorial  is  presented  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Wiscasset  on 
the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House  &  fireproof  building  in  that 
place  and  the  Court,  on  consideration  of  the  same,  decide  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  insert  any  sum  in  the  present  County 
Estimate  therefor  or  to  appoint  any  Committee  thereon.” 

'X-*  '•X-*  vi^  vX* 

*y«  .y^  .y*.  -yv.  .y^ 

May  Term  1823 

“Ordered  by  the  Court  (Hon.  Justices  Dole,  Neal  &  Cottrill  in 
favor  &  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  &  Justice  Reed  dissenting)  that  a 
new  Court  House  be  erected  at  Wiscasset,  upon  the  place  where 
the  present  Court  House  stands  or  such  other  place  as  may  be 
decided  more  eligible,  the  same  to  be  constructed  as  nearly 
upon  the  plan  reported  by  a  Committee  at  the  April  Term  1818 
as  conveniently  may  be,  and  so  as  to  contain  fireproof  offices, 
with  suitable  alcoves  ets.,  as  is  directed  by  the  law,  and  that 
preparation  be  made  by  purchasing  materials  and  contracts  for 
labour  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  so  that  the  building  may 
be  erected  &  completed  on  or  before  the  1st  of  September 
1824. 

“Ordered  that  Hon.  Eben  Clap,  John  Dole  &  Isaac  G.  Reed  be 
a  Committee  to  decide  upon  the  place  of  erecting  the  new 
Court  House  &  upon  the  plan  by  which  it  shall  be  constructed; 
and  in  case  they  shall  decide  upon  any  scite  other  than  land 
belonging  to  the  County  &  which  may  be  offered  them  for  the 
purpose  that  they  have  power  &  be  directed  to  take  a  sufficient 
deed  of  such  lot  to  the  use  of  the  County. 

“Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.  be  &  hereby  is  appointed 
an  Agent  to  build  a  Court  House  in  Wiscasset  upon  the  place  & 
according  to  the  general  Plan  to  be  designated  by  the 
Committee  of  this  Court  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
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the  said  Agent  be  &  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  on  the 
Credit  of  the  County  a  sum  not  exceeding  Five  Thousand 
Dollars,  as  the  same  shall  become  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
execute  the  duties  of  the  commission,  with  most  benefit  to  the 
County,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  6  per  cent  per  annum,  provided 
the  said  Agent  first  give  bonds  to  the  County  in  the  sum  of 
$7,000  with  sufficient  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  Court  or 
any  two  Justices  of  the  same  in  vacation  to  be  filed  with  the 
Treasuere  of  the  County  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust  & 
for  regularly  accounting  on  demand  for  all  monies  which  may 
come  to  his  hands  by  virtue  of  this  Authority;  that  the  Agent 
aforesaid  be  authorized  to  sell  at  publick  auction  or  otherwise 
all  the  County’s  rights,  title  &  interest  in  the  Old  Court  House  & 
the  land  under  it,  and  surrounding  it  &  also  the  lot  near  the 
widow  Churchill’s,  unless  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  shall  fix  upon  one  of  these  lots  for  the  new  building,  in 
which  case  he  shall  have  power  &  be  required  to  sell  so  much  of 
same  only  as  the  Committee  shall  direct. 

“  Ordered  that  the  Committee  authorized  to  decide  upon  a 
scite  for  the  new  Court  House  be  directed  to  examine  the  Bank 
building  at  Wiscasset  and  ascertain  if  the  same  can  be  converted 
into  a  Court  House  so  as  to  answer  all  purposes  required  as  well 
or  nearly  so  as  a  new  building,  and  if  in  their  opinion  it  can  be  so 
done,  at  a  less  expence  than  a  new  building,  will  require,  that 
they  be  authorized  to  direct  the  Agent  appointed  to  purchase 
the  same  at  the  price  agreed  &  estimated  by  them,  and  to  repair 
&  fit  it  up  accordingly. 

“  Ordered  that  the  Agent  appointed  to  build  the  Court  House 
be  allowed  to  charge  &  retain  as  a  full  compensation  for  his 
services  sum  of  six  per  cent  upon  the  whole  amount  of  bills  & 
expences  by  him  paid  &  allowed  by  the  Court  on  the  settlement 
o  fh  is  accounts.” 
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September  Term  1824 


Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  the  Agent  for  building  a  Court  House 
makes  a  report  which  is  read  &  ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the 
files  of  continued  papers: 

“Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  the  Agent  of  the 
County  for  building  a  Court  House  at  Wiscasset  be  &  hereby  is 
authorized  &  empowered  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln  a  further  sum,  not  exceeding  Five  Thousand 
Dollars  to  enable  him  to  complete  the  said  building  &  suitably 
furnish  the  same  &  the  publick  offices  therein  fit  to  use. 

“Ordered  that  the  County  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  over 
to  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  the  County  Agent  for  building  a 
Court  House,  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Dollars,  which  is 
provided  for  in  the  County  Tax  of  the  current  year  for  this 
purpose  so  soon  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  it;  and 
that  the  Agent  be  &  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to  Richard  Cobb 
Esq.,  the  SI  ,500  which  will  become  due  to  him  on  the  15th  day 
of  Nov.  next,  and  also  to  pay  him  the  interest  upon  his  whole 
loan  to  the  County  which  may  be  due  at  that  time;  so  that  all 
the  monies  borrowed  or  paid  on  account  of  the  new  Court 
House  or  incidental  to  the  same  up  to  the  said  15th  day  of  Nov. 
may  be  embraced  in  said  Agent’s  account. 

“Ordered  that  the  Hon.  Eben  Chap,  John  Dole  &  Isaac  G. 
Reed  be  a  Committee  to  examine,  approve  &  accept  the  new 
Court  House  when  completed,  &  to  audit,  allow  &  settle  the 
accounts  of  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  as  Agent  for  building  the 
same,  so  as  to  make  their  report  of  the  adjustment  of  the  same 
at  the  next  session  of  this  Court. 

“Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  be  the  Agent  of  the 
County  to  have  keeping  &  oversight  of  the  new  Court  House  & 
of  all  the  County’s  property  in  &  about  the  same,  and  that  he  be 
authorized  to  employ  some  suitable  person,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  be  in  constant  attendance  at  the  Court  House  during  the 
sitting  of  all  Courts  which  shall  be  holden  therein;  as  well  as  to 
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see  that  the  doors  &  gates  &  furniture  of  the  Court  Rooms  are 
properly  secured  &  preserved  &  render  such  other  services  as 
the  Court  may  require,  and  that  the  Agent  request  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County  &  Marshall  of  the  District  to  take  the  person  thus 
employed  into  their  service  during  the  sitting  of  their  Courts 
and  to  allow  him  in  their  respective  bills  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  his  attendance.  ” 

>1,  •X'  vX  -X  >X  X- 
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May  10,  1825 

“The  Committee  appointed  to  examine,  approve  &  accept  the 
new  Court  House  when  completed  and  audit,  allow  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  Agent  for  building  the 
same,  REPORT :  That  altho  the  new  Court  House  was  occupied 
by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  a  few  days  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  Term,  it  was  not  so  far  completed  as  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  be  accepted  before  the  date  of  this  report  and  at  this  time,  it 
is  not  wholly  finished,  but  probably  will  be  in  a  short  time  and 
with  little  further  expenditure;  the  Committee  therefor  have 
accepted  the  Court  House  and  have  recommended  to  the  Agent 
to  procede  to  finish  the  same  agreeably  to  the  original  plan  and 
direction  of  the  Court  as  they  have  also  audited,  allowed  and 
settled  the  accounts  of  Nathaniel  Coffin  Esq.,  Agent  for 
building  the  Court  House  up  to  date,  a  copy  of  which  with  the 
statement  of  the  Agent  and  the  vouchers  for  the  several  charges 
in  the  account  accompanying  this  account. 

“For  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  furnishing  the  Court  House 
the  Agent,  under  authority  given  him  by  the  Court  of  Sessions, 
borrow  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  County, 
Fifteen  Hundred  Dollars  of  which  has  been  received  from  the 
County  Treasurer  and  repaid  towards  the  sum  borrowed;  he  has 
also  paid  the  interest  on  said  loan  up  to  the  15th  day  of 
November  1824  so  that  at  this  time  there  is  due  on  said  loan 
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Eight  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  with  interest  to  be  paid 
semi-annually  to  be  computed  from  said  fifteenth  day  of 
November  and  the  principal  redeemable  as  follows,  viz: 

$1500on  15thNovember  1825 
2000  ”  ”  ”  1826 

2000  ”  ”  ”  1827 

3000  ”  ”  ”  1828 

“  It  also  appears  that  the  Agent  has  sold  small  lot  of  land  near 
Warren  Rice  Esq.  dwelling  house  in  Wiscasset  and  the  Old  Court 
House  for  two  hundred  dollars  and  given  credit  to  the  County 
therefor  in  account.  Upon  this  settlement  we  find  in  the  hands 
of  the  Agent  Two  Hundred  Eighty-two  Dollars  &  Forty-four 
cents  with  which  the  County  is  to  be  credited  in  his  next 
account.  The  foregoing  Report  is  dated  February  10,  1825,  and 
the  same  being  read  is  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and 
the  Court  further  order  that  the  account  of  the  Agent 
accompanying  the  same  be  posted  into  the  County  Ledger. 

“Ordered  that  the  Clerke  certify  to  the  County  Treasurer  the 
amount  due  from  the  County  upon  the  loan  contracted  by  the 
Agent  for  building  a  Court  House  with  the  time  and  plans  for 
payment  and  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  due  and  that  the 
Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the  same  according 
to  the  notes  given  therefor  by  the  Agent  and  to  charge  the  same 
to  his  accounts  against  the  County  with  his  customary 
commissions  on  the  interest  he  may  pay  upon  said  loan  and  a 
commission  of  one  per  cent  upon  the  several  installments  of 
principal  he  may  pay  as  a  full  compensation  for  that  service.” 

si/  'lx  -X*  'X' 
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MARY  ALLEN  vs  JETHRO  HATCH 


“Mary  Allen  of  Dresden  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  single¬ 
woman,  Complains  to  this  Court,  against  Jethro  Hatch  of  said 
Dresden,  saddler,  &  informs  the  Court  that  she  the  said  Mary, 
on  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  March  last  past  was  delivered  of  a 
bastard  child  &  that  the  said  Jethro  is  the  father  of  said  child,  & 
that  said  child  is  chargeable  to  said  Town  of  Dresden.  She 
therefore  prays  that  the  said  Jethro  may  be  adjudged  the  father 
of  said  child  &  that  he  may  be  compelled  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  in  sich  case  made  &  provided,  and  the 
said  Jethro  Hatch,  by  his  Atty.  Smith  &  Thatcher  comes  & 
defends  etc,  &  says  he  is  not  guilty  in  manner  &  form  as  the  said 
Mary  complained  against  him  &  therefore  puts  himself  on  the 
County— and  the  said  Mary  likewise  by  Wilde  &  Bailey,  and 
thereupon  this  action  or  complaint  is  committed  to  a  jury 
sworn  according  to  law  to  try  the  same,  whose  verdict  is 
returned  as  follows:  viz;  ‘The  Jury  find  the  Respondent  is 
guilty  in  manner  and  form  as  the  said  Mary  has  complained 
against  him!  It  is  therefore  considered  by  the  Court  &  the  Court 
is  of  opinion  that  the  said  Jethro  is  the  father  of  said  child.  And 
thereupon  the  Court  order  that  the  said  Jethro  Hatch  pay  eight 
dollars  toward  the  support  of  said  child  up  to  the  15th  day  of 
May  instant  &  costs  taxed  at  $23.32.  And  the  Court  further 
order  that  the  said  Hatch  pay  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  cents  per 
week  for  the  support  of  said  child  for  the  future,  until  further 
order  of  this  Court,  &  that  he  give  bond  as  the  law  requires.” 

/|s  >k  ^ 
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The  next  case  in  that  Term  of  Court: 


COMMONWEALTH  vs  MARY  ALLEN 

“Commonwealth  vs.  Mary  Allen  of  Dresden  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  Appellant,  from  a  Judgement  given  by  Samuel  Parker 
Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Lincoln,  on 
the  twenty  second  day  of  April  A.D.  1811  on  a  complaint  made 
on  oath  by  William  Barker  before  said  Justice,  against  the  said 
Mary  Allen  for  theft;  for  that  the  said  Mary  Allen,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  March  A.D.  1809,  with  force  &  arms  feloniously  stole, 
took,  &  carried  away  a  certain  cap  for  a  woman  wear  then  & 
there  found,  being  the  property  of  John  Kile  of  said  Dresden, 
Yeoman,  &  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  &  fifty  cents,  against  the 
peace  of  said  Commonwealth  &  in  evil  example  to  others  in  like 
case  to  offend— and  for  that  the  said  Mary  at  said  Dresden,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  A.D.  1810,  with  force  &  arms 
feloniously  stole,  took  and  carried  away  a  certain  piece  of 
copperplate  cloth  so  called,  then  &  there  found  being  the 
property  of  David  Clancy  &  of  the  value  of  one  dollar,  against 
the  peace  of  said  Commonwealth  &  in  evil  example  to  others  in 
like  case  to  offend— and  that  the  said  Mary  Allen  of  said 
Dresden  on  the  Twenty  first  day  of  June  A.D.  1  810,  with  force 
&  arms  feloniously  stole,  took  &  carried  away  a  certain  pair  of 
stockings,  the  property  of  Lydia  Hatch  of  said  Dresden, 
singlewoman,  then  &  there  being  found,  &  of  the  value  of  one 
dollar,  against  the  peace  of  said  Commonwealth  &  in  evil 
example  to  other  in  like  case  to  offend,  and  for  that  also  the 
said  Mary  Allen  at  said  Dresden,  on  the  tenth  day  of  March 
A.D.  1809,  with  force  &  arms  feloniously  stole,  took  &  carried 
away  a  certain  neck  handkerchief  for  a  man,  then  &  there 
found,  the  property  of  said  John,  &  of  the  value  of  seventy  five 
cents.  All  which  is  against  the  peace  of  said  Commonwealth  & 
in  evil  example  to  others  in  like  case  to  offend—” 

“At  which  the  Court  judgement  was  rendered  that  the  said 
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Mary  Allen  was  guilty  &  that  she  was  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  dollar 
to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  &  costs  of  prosecution.  This 
complaint  was  brought  forward  to  the  present  Term  of  this 
Court  and  now  the  said  Mary  has  this  complaint  read  to  her& 
thereof  she  says  she  is  not  guilty,  &  for  trial  puts  herself  on  the 
County.  Thereupon  a  jury  is  enpannelled  &  sworn  to  try  the 
issue,  who  return  their  verdict  &  on  oath  say:  that  the  said  Mary 
Allen  is  not  guilty.  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  the  Court  that  the 
said  Mary  be  discharged  of  their  complaint  &  go  thereof 
without  day.” 


'f'  'f-  'T 

NATHANIEL  WHITAKER  vs  CANAAN 

Despite  the  distances  between  churches  and  meeting  houses 
and  the  difficulty  of  travel,  religion  was  strong  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  the  people  in  the  early  days  of  our  Country.  The 
Courts,  too,  were  firm  in  the  religious  standards  set,  as 
exhibited  in  the  requirements  of  all  teachers  described  in  the 
Bristol  case. 

But  this  did  not  necessarily  result  in  complete  harmony 
between  minister  and  congregation.  Ministerial  contracts  were 
rare,  however,  and  when  dissention  did  occur  replacement  was 
easy.  Dr.  Whitaker  was  evidently  well  versed  in  law  as  well  as 
the  Gospel. 

August  1791.  “Nathaniel  Whitaker  of  Canaan  in  said 
County,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Canaan,  by  John  Fowles,  Yeoman,  Peter  Heywood,  Esquire, 
Eli  Wesson,  Yeoman,  and  Peter  Heywood  Jr.,  Yeoman  & 
William  Stewart,  Yeoman,  all  of  said  Canaan,  their  agents 
legally  chosen  by  &  on  the  behalf  of  said  Town,  oh  the  twenty 
sixth  day  of  August  last,  before  William  Lithgrow  Jr.  Esq.,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  within  &  for  said  County,  agreed  to  submit 
the  demand  made  by  the  said  Nathaniel  Whitaker  against  the 
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said  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  which  is  annexed  to  the 
agreement,  &  all  other  demands  which  either  of  said  parties 
have  against  the  other;  more  especially  the  validity  of  said 
Nathaniel’s  supposed  contract  with  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Town,  as  their  minister;  what  sum,  if  any,  is  due  the  said 
Nathaniel  Whitaker  from  the  said  inhabitants  for  his  salary  as 

their  minister,  &  what  sum,  if  any,  the  said  inhabitnats  shall 
allow  the  said  Doctor  Whitaker  for  relinquishing  his  supposed 

contract  with  the  said  inhabitants  as  their  minister;  &  in  case 
said  contract  should  be  adjudged  invalid,  what  sum  the  said 
Doctor  Whitaker  shall  receive  for  his  past  services,  as  a  preacher 
in  said  Town,  to  the  determination  of  Thomas  Rice,  Jededrah 
Jewitt  &  William  Howard,  Esquires,  the  report  of  whom,  or  the 
major  part  of  whom,  being  made  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  any 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holden  in  &  for  said  County  of 
Lincoln,  Judgement  thereon  to  be  final.  And  if  either  of  the 
said  parties  shall  neglect  to  appear  before  the  referees  after 
proper  notice  being  given  them  of  the  time  &  place  appointed 
by  the  referees,  for  hearing  the  parties  in  said  action,  the 
referees  should  have  power  to  proceed  ex  parte,  and  at  this 
Term  the  said  referees  made  report  in  words  following  viz; ‘We 
the  Subscribers  having  duly  notified  the  parties,  viz;  “We 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Canaan,  &  the  said  Doctor 
Nathaniel  Whitaker  of  the  time  &  place  of  hearing  the  several 
matters  within  submitted  they  met  us  accordingly  &  after 
giving  them  &  their  evidence  a  full  hearing  on  all  demands,  do 
report  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Whitaker  hold  the  lot  of  land  in 
said  Town  designed  for  the  first  settled  minister  in  said  Town  in 
fee  forever,  &  that  his  contract  with  said  inhabitants,  as  their 
minister  do  henceforth  cease,  determine  &  become  void,  &  that 
the  said  Nathaniel  Whitaker  recover  against  the  said  inhabitants 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  &  thirteen  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  & 
two  pence  in  full  satisfaction  for  relinquishing  his  said  contract 
&  arrearages  of  salary  &  all  other  demands  against  said  Town,  & 
that  execution  for  the  same  bestaid  nine  months  after  this 
report  be  accepted  at  Court.’ 
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“Which  being  read  was  accepted  by  the  Court,  and  pursuant 
thereto,  it  is  considered  by  said  Court  that  the  said  Nathaniel 
Whitaker  hold  the  lot  of  land  in  said  Town  designed  for  the  first 
settled  minister  in  said  Town  in  fee  forever,  &  that  his  contract 
with  said  inhabitants,  as  their  minister  do  henceforth  cease, 
determine  &  become  void,  &  that  the  said  Nathnaiel  Whitaker 
recover  against  the  said  inhabitants  the  sum  of  one  hundred  & 
thirteen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  &  two  pence,  in  full 
satisfaction  for  relinquishing  his  said  contract  &  arrearages  of 
salary  &  all  other  demands  against  said  Town  &  costs  of  one 
pound  seventeen  shillings.” 

But  the  famous— or  infamous— Doctor  was  dissatisfied  with 
the  settlement  granted  by  the  Court  and  brought  fresh  action 
against  fourteen  specified  inhabitants.  The  Court  decided  that 
neither  parties  recover  damages  from  the  other  but  that  each 
should  pay  their  own  costs. 

It  is  noted  that  in  this  second  trial  Nathnaiel  Whitaker  is 
designated  as  CLERK  rather  than  as  Doctor  of  Divinity  or 
minister.  The  reticence  of  the  court  records  permits  wide 
speculation,  but  whatever  action  brought  the  good  Nathnaiel’s 
downfall  it  was  quite  sufficent  for  the  Court  to  turn  a  cold 
sholder  to  his  further  pleas. 

d6'  d''  d5'  d5'  'k 
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CRIMINAL  BRIEFS 


David  Hildreth,  1799:  Riot.  Placed  for  one  hour  upon  the 
gallows  with  rope  around  neck  and  the  other  end  cast  over  the 
gallows  to  be  followed  by  one  year  in  prison.  At  end  of 
sentence  to  pay  costs  of  prosecution. 

William  W.  Temple,  1836:  Burning  a  Meeting  House  in  the 
nighttime.  State  prison  for  life. 

-k  'k  T'  ^k  4^  T'  4^ 

Rufus  Sampson,  1836:  Assault  with  intent  to  murder.  3  years 
in  State  prison. 

't'  k  ^  't' 

Ebenezer  Dunton:  Rape.  March  26,  1837;  released  April  21, 
1837.  Rape:  May  24,  1837;  released  June  1837.  Rape:  October 
28,  1837;  released  Dec.  25,  1837. 

Daniel  Little:  Polygamy.  Two  months  in  gaol  and  fine  of  $5.00. 

>1.  >1/  ^  ^ 

^  'T'  'n 

Ensign  Worthing:  “A  boy  ten  years  of  age”.  Store  breaking  and 
stealing  therefrom,  July  1846.  one  month  in  gaol.  Second 
offense,  October  1846.  State  prison  until  August  1852. 
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A  man  convicted  of  rape  was  released  on  furnishing  bonds, 
while  during  the  same  term  of  Court  another  man  killed  a  goose 
and  was  given  one  month  in  gaol. 

Joseph  Clifford,  13  years  old:  Assault  and  Battery.  20  days. 

Jonathan  Williams:  Bastardy.  60  days. 

Mary  Waltz:  Keeping  a  House  of  Ill  Fame;  1  year.  Adelaide 
Nichols,  appearing  in  the  same  term  of  Court  on  the  same 
charge  was  given.  1  month. 

>l<  ^k  ^k  ^k  *  * 

Lewdness  was  not  tolerated.  Three  “females”  were  sentenced 
to  one  month  in  gaol. 


Grace  Cotlin:  “On  the  oath  of  Elisa  Teague  that  she  was 
pregnant”  was  sent  to  gaol  on  November  7th.  She  was 
discharged  April  18th  by  an  order  from  Elisa  Teague. 

William  Campbell:  November  22,  1817;  profane  swearing. 
Discharged,  December  5,  1817,  by  paying  fine  and  costs. 
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John  Bumford:  June  16,  1802;  “Burning  a  barn”.  Broke 
Gaol— “the  gaol  being  insufficient”  on  October  21,  1802. 

Joseph  Brashire,  Patricktown  Plantation;  October  27,  1821, 
“Unlawfully  cohabiting  with  Betsy  Brun”.  Expiration  of 
sentence,  May  7,  1822. 


'k  'k  'k  'k  'k  -3k 

John  McDonald,  18,  Boston:  Piracy— State’s  Prison  for  life. 

'f'  •5k  'k 

Oliver  Hooper,  15,  “A  small  boy”,  March  13,  1830.  Murder  on 
“Mama  Slaughton”.  Acquitted  by  Supreme  Judicial  Court  on 
May  27,  1830. 


HENRY  TREFETHERN  AND  THE  DEVIL 


June  18,  1811  was  a  bad  day  for  Henry  Trefethern.  “Not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  Devil”  did  load  and  discharge 
his  gun  into  the  body  of  one  Parry  Spearse,  inflicting  a  mortal 
wound  from  which  the  victim,  after  languishing  for  two  days 
did  die. 

On  the  same  day  Henry  Trefethern  did  also  load  and 
discharge  his  gun  into  the  body  of  one  Daniel  McLane  while 
under  the  same  seduction  of  the  Devil,  inflicting  a  mortal 
wound  and  instant  death. 

In  the  first  case  he  was  accused  of  murder  and  found  not 
guilty.  In  the  second  case  he  was  accused  of  manslaughter  and 
found  not  guilty. 


Prince  William  Henry,  18 

Prince  William  Henry,  with  open  penknife,  did  stab, 
grieviously  and  dangerously  wound  one  Benjamin  Hazen.  Plead 
not  guilty.  Found  guilty.  Sentence:  solitary  confinement  for 
two  months  to  be  followed  by  one  year  at  hard  labor  in  State 
Prison. 

On  the  same  day,  with  penknife,  upon  the  body  of  Abraham 
Hammatt,  did  greviously  and  dangerously  stab  and  wound. 
Plead  not  guilty.  Found  guilty.  Sentence:  solitary  confinement 
for  one  month  to  be  followed  by  one  year  at  hard  labor, 
commencing  at  the  expiration  of  the  former  sentence. 
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NAMES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 


The  family  names  have  changed  little  over  the  generations 
but  the  given  names  have,  fortunately,  become  easier  to  both 
pronounce  and  write.  The  following  list  is  the  “run  of  the  mill” 
rather  than  the  unusual.  Since  they  were  the  common  thing  in 
those  days  kids  probably  escaped  unmerciful  teasing  from  their 
companions  but  one  can  readily  imagine  what  might  happen 
today  if  children  were  so  burdened. 


Elnathan  Palmer 
Shadrach  Jones 
Obadiah  Reed 
Eliphat  Payson 
Medad  Hosmer 
Azariah  Pottle 
Asahel  Polly 
Jedediah  Moulton 
Mordecia  Ellis 
Peleg  Tollman 
Xenophion  Leech 
Asaph  Leonard 


Manasseh  Smith 
Boaz  Brown 
Micajiah  Little 
Imlah  Merrill 
Meshak  Purrinton 
Abithar  Kendall 
Obed  Burnham 
Antupas  Holland 
Barzillai  White 
Ivory  Huntress 
Pelatiah  Pease 
Nymphas  Stacy 


A  man’s  occupation  was  almost  as  important  as  his  name  and 
address  in  the  old  court  records  and  was  always  inserted. 
Perhaps  the  most  frequent  designations  were  “Gentleman”  and 
“Yeoman”.  A  Gentleman  was  a  “landed  Gentry”  while  a 
Yeoman  was  “a  small  proprietor  who  cultivated  his  own  land 
and  was  of  lower  rank  than  Gentleman”. 

This  brings  us  to  the  strange  use  of  “alias”,  which  then 
pertained  to  the  “status”  rather  than  name,  as  it  does  today.  In 
the  dockets  a  man’s  occupation  as  it  dealt  with  the  case  was 
listed  first  and  the  “alias”  as  his  normal  status.  For  instance: 


59 


“Trader  alias  Physician”,  or  “Mariner  alias  Gentlemen”,  or 
“Merchant  alias  Esquire”. 

Perhaps  the  most  amusing  of  these  is  “Widow  alias  Spinster” 
which  is  a  bit  difficult  to  reconcile. 

Occupations  are  as  colorful  as  the  given  names,  giving  a  quite 
vivid  picture  of  a  man’s  chosen  task. 

Cordwainer  Woodwharfinger  Blockmaker 

Housewright  Innholder  Wheelwright. 
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PENSION  ACT  OF  MARCH  18,  1818 


“Every  Commissioned  Officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
Musician,  and  private  soldier  and  all  officers  in  the  Hospital 
Department  and  Medical  Staff,  who  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  until  the  end  thereof,  or  for  the  term  of  nine 
months,  or  longer,  at  any  period  of  the  War,  on  the  Continental 
establishment;  and  every  Commissioned  Officer,  non-com¬ 
missioned  Mariner,  or  Marine,  who  served  at  the  same  time,  and 
for  a  like  term,  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
yet  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  is,  or 
hereafter,  by  reason  of  his  reduced  circumstances  in  life,  shall 
be  in  need  of  assistance  from  his  Country  for  support,  and  shall 
have  substantiated  his  claim  to  a  pension  in  the  manner 
hereafter  directed,  shall  receive  a  pension  from  the  United 
States:  if  an  Officer,  of  $20  per  month  during  life;  if  a 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  Mariner,  Marine  or  pri¬ 
vate  soldier,  of  $8  per  month  during  life:  Provided  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  until  he  shall  have 
relinquished  his  claim  to  every  pension  heretofore  allowed  him 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and,  under  oath,  declared  all 
assets  at  the  time  of  application.” 

The  only  business  to  come  before  the  June  term  of  1820  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Wiscasset  dealt  with  Lincoln 
County  applicants  and  the  complete  list  follows: 

State  of  Maine 


Lincoln  County 

At  a  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  second  Eastern 
Circuit  begun  and  holden  at  Wiscasset,  within  and  for  the 
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County  of  Lincoln,  on  the  third  Tuesday,  (being  the  twentieth 
day) of  June  A.  D.  1820. 

By  the  Hon.  Josiah  Stebbins  & 

Ebenezer  Thatcher,  Associate  Justices  of  said 

Court. 

Seth  Tinkham  Esq.  is  appointed  Crier  for  this  special  Session  of 
this  Court. 


Memorandum:  The  following  persons  appeared  &  on  oath 
declare;  that  they  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  etc.,  etc.  as 
on  file,  the  same  persons  claiming  pensions  under  certain  Acts 
of  Congress  relative  thereto;  of  their  several  oaths  and 
declarations  subscribed  by  them  and  certified  by  one  of  4:he 
Judges  of  the  Court  and  numbered  as  follows  are  filed  in  the 
Clerk’s  Office,  and  Judgment  is  rendered  thereon  as  to  the 
value  of  the  property  disclosed  in  the  same,  as  herein  set  against 


their 

names  respectively  viz: 

No. 

1 

Ezekiel  Averill 

S  30.00 

No. 

2 

James  M.  Mansfield 

Nothing 

No. 

3 

Jonathon  Farnham 

5.00 

No. 

4 

Benjamin  Winslow 

10.00 

No. 

5 

Solomom  Hopkins 

Nothing 

No. 

6 

Abraham  Walker 

93.00 

No. 

7 

Reuben  Kincaid 

67.00 

No. 

8 

Joseph  Cromwell 

62.00 

No. 

9 

Michael  Osborne 

25.00 

No. 

10 

Joseph  Bartlett 

140.00 

No. 

11 

Thomas  Hodgkins 

65.00 

No. 

12 

Nathaniel  Webb 

Nothing 

No. 

13 

Moses  Morrison 

135.00 

No. 

14 

Daniel  Blasdall 

65.00 

No. 

15 

Joshua  Witham 

Nothing 

No. 

16 

John  Nickels 

86.00 
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No. 

17 

Jedediah  Adams 

$300.00 

No. 

18 

Joshua  Bailey 

350.00 

No. 

19 

James  Haynes 

Nothing 

No. 

20 

Caleb  Witham 

40.00 

No. 

21 

Robert  Chase 

8.00 

No. 

22 

Alexander  Davidson 

Nothing 

No. 

23 

Gates  Tibbetts 

70.00 

No. 

24 

Christopher  Woodbridge 

77.00 

No. 

25 

Josiah  Gorham 

Nothing 

No. 

26 

David  Brown 

Nothing 

No. 

27 

Daniel  Landerhin 

10.00 

No. 

28 

William  Duren 

10.00 

No. 

29 

Samuel  Colby 

137.00 

No. 

30 

Sylvanus  Colby 

96.00 

No. 

31 

John  Rand 

165.00 

No. 

32 

Ebenezer  Rockwood 

30.00 

No. 

33 

William  Maines 

32.00 

No. 

34 

Abner  Wade 

Nothing 

No. 

35 

Thomas  Decker 

235.00 

No. 

36 

Enoch  Greenleaf 

Nothing 

No. 

37 

John  Saddler 

42.00 

No. 

38 

William  Lampson 

54.00 

No. 

39 

Ephraim  Tailor 

300.00 

No. 

40 

John  Moody 

422.00 

No. 

41 

Calvin  Pinkham 

410.00 

No. 

42 

Benjamin  Barstow 

190.00 

No. 

43 

Daniel  McMahan 

15.00 

No. 

44 

Lemuel  Wentworth 

110.00 

No. 

45 

Aaron  Davis 

689.00 

No. 

46 

Nathan  Barnard 

268.50 

No. 

47 

Richard  Young 

31.00 

No. 

48 

Aaron  Mosman 

764.50 

No. 

49 

Joshua  Thorndike 

30.00 

No. 

50 

John  Abbott 

124.00 

No. 

51 

Nathaniel  Rundler 

Nothing 
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52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 
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Josiah  Goddard 

Nothing 

Jonathan  Huntoon 

$20.00 

John  Chaney 

Nothing 

Nicholas  Oliver 

3.00 

Morral  Hilton 

2.30 

John  Neal 

21.00 

Stephen  Tibbetts 

Nothing 

William  Sheldon 

12.00 

John  Gray 

Nothing 

John  Shaw 

150.00 

William  Hamlin 

5.00 

Thomas  Cunningham 

193.00 

Isaac  Moore 

300.00 

Samuel  Graves 

Nothing 

Daniel  Huff 

153.00 

Benjamin  Greenleaf 

100.00 

Josiah  Bailey 

10.00 

James  Jennedy 

Nothing 

Loved  Lincoln 

15.00 

John  Lake 

Nothing 

Alexander  Thompson 

25.00 

John  White 

96.00 

Barnabas  Sullivan 

8.00 

Joshua  Hurd 

129.00 

Thomas  Hodgkins  5th 

Nothing 

John  Williams 

Nothing 

Henry  Abbott 

209.00 

Daniel  Parker 

28.00 

Charles  Thomas 

990.00 

Patrick  Graw 

306.00 

John  Lamont 

40.00 

Jonathan  Delano 

Nothing 

David  Clifford 

191.00 

Eli  Cook 

30.00 

Ichabod  Doughty 

10.00 
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No. 

87 

Thomas  Crawford 

$260.00 

No. 

88 

James  Blair 

45.00 

No. 

89 

Joshua  Mitchell 

50.00 

No. 

90 

John  Farrin 

27.00 

No. 

91 

David  Colson 

393.00 

No. 

92 

William  Weston 

945.50 

No. 

93 

Cornelius  Keath 

5.00 

No. 

94 

Joseph  Stockbridge 

20.00 

No. 

95 

James  M.  Mitchell 

Nothing 

No. 

96 

John  Standford 

65.00 

No. 

97 

Thomas  Stinson 

74.50 

No. 

98 

William  Brown 

152.00 

No. 

99 

John  Cornish 

45.00 

No. 

100 

Ordered:  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury  to  the 
following  persons,  the  sums  set  against  their  names  respec¬ 
tively,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ten  dollars  &  fifty  cents,  viz. 
To  Samuel  Thatcher,  Sheriff  S  6.00 

”  Seth  Pinkham,  Crier  2.50 

”  John  Kingsbury,  bellman, 

waiter  etc.  2.00 


$10.50 


4^  -"k  'f'  4^  4^  4^ 


Certified  to  the  Treasurer 

1820,  June  21,  being  the  second  day  of  the  Session:  Ordered, 
that  the  Court  be  adjourned  till  the  second  Tuesday  in  July 
next,  at  10,  o’clock  a.m. 

Attest  Nat.  Coffin  Clerk. 
July  11,  1820.  This  being  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  the 
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court  met  according  to  adjournment;  Present  Hon.  Josiah 
Stebbins  and 

Hon.  Ebenezer  Thatcher  Associate  Justices 
of  said  Court.  The  following  persons  appear  etc  &  judgment  is 
rendered,  as  to  the  value  of  their  property  as  set  against  their 
names  respectively,  viz: 


No. 

101 

Thomas  Clark 

Nothing 

No. 

102 

Nicholas  Cain 

Nothing 

No. 

103 

Benjamin  Crocker 

Nothing 

No. 

104 

Levi  Leathers 

$  239.00 

No. 

105 

Joseph  Rawlins 

Nothing 

No. 

106 

Samuel  C.  Coombs 

15.00 

No. 

107 

William  White 

Nothing 

No. 

108 

William  Batchelder 

Nothing 

No. 

109 

Richard  McAlister 

432.00 

No. 

110 

William  Coker 

29.00 

No. 

111 

Nathan  Hancock 

Nothing 

No. 

112 

James  Clark 

Nothing 

No. 

113 

James  Gibson 

Nothing 

No. 

114 

William  Batchelder 

6.00 

No. 

115 

Jabesh  Delano 

Nothing 

No. 

116 

Paulipus  Hammond 

Nothing 

No. 

117 

Thomas  George 

Nothing 

No. 

118 

Joseph  Pulsifer 

12.00 

No. 

119 

Job  Cushman 

478.00 

No. 

120 

Samuel  Rollings 

1.00 

No. 

121 

Ezekiel  Brown 

14.50 

No. 

122 

Daniel  Page 

11.00 

No. 

123 

John  Trevett 

10.00 

No. 

124 

James  Blackington 

30.00 

No. 

125 

John  FitzGerald 

Nothing 

No. 

126 

Ellis  Doroff 

55.00 

No. 

127 

John  Allen 

41.50 

No. 

128 

Samuel  Gilchrist 

59.50 

No. 

129 

Zephahiah  Everton 

41.00 
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No. 

130 

Joseph  Lakin 

$231.50 

No. 

131 

David  Kellock 

24.50 

No. 

132 

Samuel  Jennison 

20.00 

No. 

133 

Hugh  Monroe 

78.00 

No. 

134 

Nathan  Pillsbury 

Nothing 

No. 

135 

Ephriam  Wiley 

19.00 

No. 

136 

Mather  Kellock 

40.50 

No. 

137 

Phinehas  Wells 

33.00 

No. 

138 

Christopher  Stover 

Nothing 

No. 

139 

Josiah  Haskell 

44.00 

No. 

140 

Samuel  Hinds 

32.25 

No. 

141 

Samuel  Bogues 

Nothing 

No. 

142 

William  Shaw 

Nothing 

No. 

143 

Henry  F.  Helmershausener 

Nothing 

No. 

144 

Samuel  A.  Flagg 

Nothing 

No. 

145 

Ezekiel  Winslow 

Nothing 

No. 

146 

Joseph  Welman 

Nothing 

No. 

147 

Amariah  Mero 

26.58 

No. 

148 

James  Robinson 

Nothing 

No. 

149 

William  Robbins 

3.38 

No. 

150 

Isaiah  Cole 

Nothing 

No. 

151 

Levi  Russell 

350.00 

No. 

152 

George  Deal 

35.00 

No. 

153 

William  McFarland 

25.00 

No. 

154 

Bezabel  Palmer 

365.50 

No. 

155 

Paul  Dodge 

1055.27 

No. 

156 

William  Keen 

Nothing 

No. 

157 

William  Howe 

Nothing 

No. 

158 

Samuel  Weston 

92.50 

No. 

159 

Elijah  Bradford 

357.00 

No. 

160 

Peter  Barrows 

137.00 

No. 

161 

Simon  Carey 

45.00 

No. 

162 

William  Hewett 

Nothing 

No. 

163 

Charles  Smith 

54.00 

No. 

164 

George  Ulmer 

Nothing 

67 


No. 

165 

Abner  Farrington 

Nothing 

No. 

166 

Joseph  Waterman 

$56.50 

No. 

167 

Peleg  Smith 

Nothing 

1820,  July  12,  being  the  foarth  day  of  the  Session;  Ordered: 
that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury,  to  the  several 
persons  following  the  sums  set  against  their  names  respectively, 
for  their  services  at  this  adjournment,  viz.  To  Samuel  Sevey, 
Deputy  Sheriff,  $2—  To  John  Kingsbury,  bellman,  waiter,  etc. 
$1.50. 

Ordered:  That  the  Court  be  adjourned  till  the  25th  instant,  at 
10,  o’clock  a.m. 

Attest  Nat.  Coffin  Clerk 


1820,  July  25,  The  Court  met  according  to  adjournment; 
Present  Hon.  Josiah  Stebbins  one  of  the  following  persons 
appear  etc  &  judgment  is  rendered  as  to  the  value  of  their 
property  as  set  against  their  names. 


No. 

168 

Edward  Carter 

$11.00 

No. 

169 

Pelatiah  Barter 

5.00 

No. 

170 

William  Page 

5.00 

No. 

171 

Michael  Osborne 

25.00 

No. 

172 

Reuben  Kincaid 

67.00 

Ordered:  That  the  Court  be  adjourned  til  Tuesday  the  8th  day 
of  August  at  10  o’clock  a.m.  Attest  Nat.  Coffin  Clerk. 


1820,  August  8th.  The  Court  met  according  to  adjournment; 
Present  Hon.  Josiah  Stebbins  and  Hon  Ebenezer  Thatcher, 
Associate  Justices  of  said  Court.  The  following  persons 
appeared  etc  and  judgment  is  rendered  as  to  the  value  of  their 
property,  as  set  against  their  names  respectively,  viz. 
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No. 

173 

Peter  Leghr 

$47.00 

No. 

174 

John  Barton 

Nothing 

No. 

175 

Charles  Gardiner 

Nothing 

No. 

176 

Samuel  McClane 

24.50 

No. 

177 

Alpheus  Delano 

41.00 

No. 

178 

George  Leissner 

43.00 

No. 

179 

George  M.  Acorn 

55.00 

No. 

180 

Conrad  Hyer 

55.00 

Attest  Nat.  Coffin  Clerk 


Term:  August  28,  1820. 

Memorandum:  The  oaths  and  declarations  of  the  following 
persons,  who  are  pensioners  of  the  United  States  according  to 
their  certificates  on  file,  are  filed  in  this  Court,  and  judgment  is 
rendered  thereupon,  as  to  the  value  of  the  property  disclosed  in 


the  same, 

as  herein  set  against  their  names 

respectively,  viz. 

No. 

1 

James  Dunlap 

$  8.00 

No. 

2 

William  Ripley 

114.00 

No. 

3 

John  Skinner 

30.25 

No. 

4 

Samuel  Avery 

60.50 

No. 

5 

William  Sheppard 

35.00 

No. 

6 

Joseph  Thompson 

172.75 

No. 

7 

John  Dain 

64.00 

No. 

8 

James  Brown 

Nothing 

No. 

9 

Solomom  Maloon- 

35.00 

No. 

10 

Jeremiah  Crommet 

Nothing 

No. 

11 

Robert  Jack 

99.50 

No. 

12 

Simeon  Ricker 

44.00 

No. 

13 

Elias  Storer 

15.00 

No. 

14 

Hezekiah  Coombs 

65.50 

No. 

15 

John  Bickmore 

68.20 

No. 

16 

Samuel  Starbird 

111.00 

No. 

17 

John  Temple 

130.00 
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18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 


Michael  Davis 

Nothing 

John  Jones 

$29.00 

Abel  Nutting 

43.74 

Calvin  Cowing 

18.45 

Job  Hall 

129.00 

George  Webber 

30.00 

Isaac  Worthen 

50.25 

William  Davis 

39.00 

John  Bolden 

Nothing 

Samuel  Mitchell 

2.25 

John  Watson 

28.00 

Benjamin  Beal 

10.00 

Daniel  Sally 

Nothing 

Hezekiah  P.  Allen 

102.50 

Benjamin  Hutchins 

25.00 

Jeremiah  Chamberlain 

21.00 

Thomas  Grant 

72.50 

Gideon  Glidden 

51.90 

John  Glass 

90.00 

Joseph  Green 

44.00 

Ezekiel  Hackett 

49.50 

Thomas  Stevens 

Nothing 

James  Potter 

Nothing 

Josiah  Norton 

27.50 

Andrew  K nowlton 

153.00 

Southworth  Macomber 

95.00 

Roger  Loomis 

11.25 

Josiah  Harlow 

51.00 

Arnold  Glidden 

Nothing 

Joseph  Lancaster 

25.00 

John  Torrey 

119.00 

Andrew  Brown 

8.00 

Oliver  Pullen 

79.00 

Samuel  Cook 

87.00 

Samuel  Hutchinson 

'35.00 
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No. 

53 

William  Potter 

$48.00 

No. 

54 

John  Hanscom 

28.00 

No. 

55 

David  Pickard 

129.00 

No. 

56 

Levi  Hall 

20.00 

No. 

57 

David  Torry 

Nothing 

No. 

58 

George  Parkhurst 

14.00 

No. 

59 

Richard  Ferrin 

134.00 

No. 

60 

John  Chick 

81.00 

No. 

61 

Joel  Richardson 

Nothing 

^  ^  ^k  ^k  * 

*  * 

Term 

:  January  8,  1821.  (Preamble 

as  previously  noted.) 

No. 

1 

David  Coulson 

$  35.00 

No. 

2 

Phinahas  Butler 

66.00 

No. 

3 

Morral  Hilton 

137.00 

No. 

4 

George  M.  Acorn 

55.00 

No. 

5 

Ezekiel  Webber 

12.00 

No. 

6 

Alexander  Askins 

38.00 

No. 

7 

Joseph  Bartlett 

140.00 

No. 

8 

Samuel  A.  Flagg 

46.00 

No. 

9 

Amariah  Mero 

40.00 

No. 

10 

Joseph  Clark 

76.28 

*  *  *  *  * 

*  * 

Term 

:  April  23,  1821.  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No. 

1 

Seward  Poland 

$32.00 

No. 

2 

Valentine  Mink 

27.00 

No. 

3 

Robert  Askins 

Nothing 

No. 

4 

Richard  Grinnell 

34.00 

No. 

5 

Thomas  Berry 

Nothing 

No. 

6 

Thomas  Jones 

Nothing 

No. 

7 

Ebenezer  Bearce 

10.00 

No. 

8 

David  Winslow 

37.00 
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No.  9  Isaac  Davis 

No.  10  Peter  Allen 


$44.00 

29.00 


Term:  August  27,  1821  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No.  1  Samuel  C.  Coombs  $15.00 

No.  2  Jesse  Humphries  10.00 

Term:  January  14,  1822  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No.  1  Nathan Pilsbury  $  7.00 

No.  2  Thomas  Decker  22.00 

No.  3  Thomas  Calderwood  8.41 

No.  4  Lemuel  Wentworth  28.50 

Term:  December  24,  1822  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No.  1  Nathan  Barnard  $28.00 

No.  2  Bela  Robbins  5.00 

Term:  April  22,  1823  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No.  1  Henry  Abbott  $109.00 

No.  2  Thomas  Decker  32.50 

No.  3  Ephraim  Alley  29.75 

No.  4  David  Colson  14.00 

No.  5  Isaac  Whitney  63.00 

No.  6  Abraham  Maloon  12.00 
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Term:  December  24,  1822  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No.  1  Nathan  Barnard  $28.00 

No.  2  Bela  Robbins  5.00 

•d.  'd'  -d-  >d^  d. 

^  ^  'J'  -'T^ 


Term:  April  22,  1823  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 


No. 

1 

Henry  Abbott 

$109.00 

No. 

2 

Thomas  Decker 

32.50 

No. 

3 

Ephraim  Alley 

29.75 

No. 

4 

David  Colson 

14.00 

No. 

5 

Isaac  Whitney 

63.00 

No. 

6 

Abraham  Maloon 

12.00 

No. 

7 

James  Lord 

41.00 

No. 

8 

Thomas  Trask  Jr. 

24.00 

No. 

9 

Nehemiah  Hutchinson 

52.50 

No. 

10 

Lemuel  Jenkins 

72.00 

No. 

11 

Daniel  Allen 

83.00 

No. 

12 

Abner  Danforth 

28.00 

No. 

13 

Charles  Smith 

37.00 

No. 

14 

Nathaniel  Gilpatrick 

47.00 

No. 

15 

Abraham  Whitney 

34.00 

Term 

:  August  26,  1823  (Preamble  as  previously  noted.) 

No. 

1 

John  White 

$  8.50 

No. 

2 

Jonathan  Oliver 

94.00 

Term 

:  December  23,  1823  (Preamble  as 

previously  noted.) 

No. 

1 

Nathan  Pillsbury 

$14.50 

No. 

2 

Bozabel  Palmer 

30.50 
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Term 

:  April  1830 

No. 

1 

Bengamin  Burton 

S150.00 

No. 

2 

Samuel  Payson 

150.00 

No. 

3 

Nathan  Barnard 

150.00 

No. 

4 

John  Farrow 

458.50 

No. 

5 

Isaac  Moore 

59.00 

Term:  August  23,  1831 

Mercy  Carver,  widow  of  Henry,  to  receive  certificate  to 
enable  her  to  claim  and  receive  the  pension  due  to  her  as  the 
widow  of  said  Henry,  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Congress  passed 
May  20,  1830  which  was  ordered  by  the  Court. 

(Henry  Carver,  died  on  the  12th  day  of  July  1823,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a  Revolutionary  Pensioner  of  the  U.S.) 
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